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( ﬁ} INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION
\‘{& TLETHONE + 4122919 4150 2% + 41 22. 919 41 . EMAL postbox@mail iy, org

CONFIDENTIAL

COMMITTEE ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS oF PARLIAMENTARIANS
CASE No, IL/04 - HANEEN 70AR] - ISRAEL

Confidential decision adopted by the Committee at jts 137 sessian
(Geneva, 2. 5 Cciober 201 a)

Having been informed of the meeting held by the Secretary Genera with Ms, Zoahi at
Py Headquarters on 7 September 2010,

Reczling the following information on fije;

- Ms, Haneen Zoabi, aiong with many cthers, was arrested and extensively interrogatad
following the Interception, on 31 May 2010, by the Israell Defence Forces of the Gaza.
bound maritime Convay, in which sha Participated and was repartedly the first eyewitress
to describe what happened when the boats were intercepted; her account of events,
which contradicted the offida} acocount, sparked heavy criticism In Israel, including cais

- for the revocation of her immunity, for her removal from her seat in the Knesset, for her
criminaf Prosecution and for the revocation. of her Israeli atizenship; she aiso received

ggainst he:j; during her address, wlleagues repeatedly shouted "terrorist” and “traitor” at

strong emotions that had erupted on both sides; he ajsg considered it important to awai

the dedision of the Attomey General's Office whether or not to institute an investigation

into Ms. Zoabi’s actions with a view to 8 possible crimina! prosecution; on 13 July 2010,

the 120.-gaat Knesset passed 3 resolution by a vote of 34 In favour and 16 against to

©  revoke Ms, Zoabi's aforementioned privileges for the duration of the current legislative
riod

Considening that, according to Ms, Zoabi, the atmosphere created around her and the
continued Incitement against her in the media, one of which labelled her “tha most hated woman in
al”, is seriously affecting her parﬁamentary work as she no onger enfoys the Cooperation of




A e e B 1,

s bt

L L P L S

lls proposed by her dg not proceed; Considering, moreover, that the Attorney
General dactared publicly that he was seriously considering withdrawing Ms. Zoabi's Israell citizenship;
noting, with regard to her security situation, that Ms. Zoabi continues to recejva threats,

Recaliing that, in his letter of 22 June 2010, the Speaker stated that Israeli demaocracy

emerged stronger when abie to embrace and respect even very strong criticismm from within,

d that, in its Article 15, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Bearing also in min,
guarantees the right to nationality and prohibits the "arbitrary deprivation of nationality; that,

moreover,
Articles 7 a
deprivation

Israel has signed the 15961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness, which, In its
nd 8 stipulates that Contracting States shafl not deprive persons of their nationaltty if such
would render them statejess and authorizes only very limited exceptions to this rule; that,

Mmoreover, Article 9 prohibits the deprivation of any person or group of their nationafity on radal,
ethnic, religious or political grounds,

1,

Reaffirms that, in revoking the three parfiamentary privileges in question, the Knesset
Punished Ms, Zoabi on account of her having exercised her freedom of speech by
expressing a political Position through her participation in the Gaza-bound convoy;
reaffirms that punishmant for the expression of a politica] position is unacceptable in a

fundamenta| right - nationaiity Serving as the basis of many other rights - and that by

Refterates its wish t ascertain whether the Israelj authorities have, as is their duty,
instituted an investigation into the death threats against Ms. Zoabi in order to identity the
authors and bring them to Justice;

Reguests the Secretary General to convey the decision to the Speaker of the Knesset,
inviting him to share with It his observations on its considerations;

Decidesto continue €xamining this case at its next session (January 2011).
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The awareness that the Jewish question has in effect
become the Palestinian problem is essential for any
discussion of the future of relations between jews and
Arabs. The Jewish Palestinian bond cannot be severed.
Any statement about the Jews also refers to the Arabs,
and every deliberation on the Palestinian fate is a
discussion of the Jewish fate."

Azure no. 6, Winter 5759/1999
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