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Haneen Zoabi, member of the Knesset representing the Balad party.
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"What stands behind this system of dominance is the definition of Israel as Jewish State"
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ANNOTATED LIST OF ISRAELI LEGISLATION & PROPOSED LEGISLATION

In 1948, Israel was established as a Jewish state. The definition of Israel as —the Jewish Statel or —the
State of the Jewish Peoplel makes inequality a practical, political and ideological reality for Palestinian
citizens of Israel, who are marginalized and discriminated against by the state on the basis of their
national belonging and religious affiliation as non-Jews.

The main laws that achieve this systematic discrimination is that Palestinian citizens of Israel are afforded
differential and unequal treatment under Israeli law in the field of citizenship rights. The most important
immigration and nationality laws are:

1. Law of Return (1950)

2. Citizenship Law (1952)

3. Citizenship and Entry to Israel Law (2007)66

These laws openly privilege Jews and Jewish immigration.67

Israeli law also confers special quasi-governmental standing on the World Zionist Organization, the

Jewish Agency, the Jewish National Fund (JNF) and other bodies, which by their own charters cater only
to Jews.

4. Covenant between the Government of Israel and the Zionist Executive (1952)



5. World Zionist Organization-Jewish Agency (Status) Law (1952)
6. Keren Kayemeth le-Israel Law (1953)
7. Covenant with Zionist Executive (1954, 1971)
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http://www.zcommunications.org/an-interview-with-jamal-zahalka-by-heba-eid

Q: Can you talk a bit about the party you head in Israel and its goals?

A: | was first elected as a member of the Knesset in 2003 and re-elected in 2006. | represent the
Balad (National Democratic Assembly) party... We challenge the character of Israel as a Jewish
state and demand that Israel be a state for all its citizens. We challenge Zionism within

democracy.

Q: How does your party reconcile sitting in the Knesset?

A: We decided to participate in the political process for two reasons... We demand not only formal
citizenship, but full citizenship, which means the state should be changed to one without
Zionism and one for all citizens

Q: You said you wanted Israel to become a state for all its citizens, which would contradict
Israel’s self-definition as a Jewish state. How do you envision that happening?

"l don’t know what will happen, but you cannot establish a real democracy if the state is not for all its
citizens... the problem is the nature of the state of Israel. It is a Jewish state that belongs to

one group of citizens..."
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