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The Government Names Committee: Its History and the Guiding
Principles of its Work

Hana Bitan, Government Names Committee, Prime Minister's Office

This article surveys the history of the Government Names Committee, the guiding
principles of its work, the decision-making process and method of publication. The history
of the Government Names Committee goes back over ninety years. In 1922 the Jewish
National Fund entered the picture, following the initial establishment of the Names
Committee two years earlier under the British Mandate government. In 1950, under Prime
Minister David Ben Gurion, it became the Israeli Government Names Committee. The
naming settlements was part of the Zionist project which included revival of the Hebrew
language and the return to biblical landscapes of Jewish history. In 1920, there were in
Eretz Israel approximately 46 rural Jewish settlements and Jewish neighborhoods in mixed
cities. Today, there are over 1,200 Jewish localities, most of whose names were approved
by names committees over the years. The committee also determined new names for
Arab villages, both in Galilee and in the Negev, principally for Bedouin settlements that
were developing and receiving official recognition. The Government Names Committee
also determined thousands of names for geographical features, historical sites, regional
councils, nature reserves, junctions and interchanges.
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From the beginning, the Government Names Committee was interdisciplinary. Its
members included ranking scholars in scientific disciplines dealing with geography,
history, archaeology, the Bible and language. These scholars, laid the foundations of
modern research on Eretz Israel, included Yitshak Ben-Tsvi, who was later to become
president of the state, and prime ministers David Ben Gurion and Moshe Sharet.

Key Words: Government Names Committee, Names Committee of the Jewish National Fund,
Committee for Geographical Names, “Reshumot”, Atlas of Jewish settlement in Israel.
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