
 

Belgium – Arson Attack in Antwerp’s Jewish Quarter– March 23, 2026 (Issued on March 25, 

2026) 

●​ On March 23, at least one vehicle (with reports indicating two vehicles) was deliberately set on 

fire overnight at the intersection of Appelmansstraat and Vestingstraat, on the edge of Antwerp’s 

Jewish Quarter.1234 

○​ Video footage circulating online confirmed the fire was the result of intentional arson. 

○​ Police responded quickly and arrested two minors at the scene suspected of 

involvement. 

○​ The suspects are being investigated for intentional arson, with additional consideration of 

possible links to terrorist-related activity. 

●​ The incident occurred in a central area of Antwerp’s Jewish neighborhood, near Antwerp Central 

Station, contributing to its classification as a suspected antisemitic attack. 

○​ Authorities have not confirmed that the targeted vehicles were Jewish-owned. 

○​ The exact motive remains under investigation. 

●​ A group linked to recent antisemitic incidents across Europe claimed responsibility for the 

attack, but law enforcement has not verified the claim and continues to assess its credibility.5 

○​ The incident occurs amid a broader wave of attacks targeting Jewish communities across 

Belgium and Europe, with multiple incidents attributed by authorities to the Iran-aligned 

extremist network “Ashab al Yamin,” which is assessed to operate through locally 

recruited individuals, including: 

■​ March 9: Explosion at a Chabad house in The Hague. 

■​ March 11: Vandalism of a Jewish site in The Hague. 

■​ March 13: Arson attack on a synagogue in Rotterdam. 

■​ March 14: Explosion at a Jewish primary school in Amsterdam. 

■​ March 15: Explosion near an Israeli-owned restaurant in Amsterdam. 

■​ March 23: Dutch authorities foiled a planned bombing attack near a synagogue in 

Heemstede. 

5 https://www.longwarjournal.org/archives/2026/03/iran-linked-group-claims-arson-attacks-in-antwerp-and-london.php 

4 https://www.theguardian.com/world/2026/mar/24/a-tangled-web-leads-from-golders-green-ambulance-attack-to-tehran 

3 https://www.cbsnews.com/news/europe-antisemitism-attacks-group-threatens-us-israel-interests-worldwide/ 

2 https://www.vrt.be/vrtnws/en/2026/03/24/car-torched-in-antwerps-jewish-quarter/ 

1 https://www.reuters.com/world/two-minors-arrested-connection-suspected-antisemitic-arson-antwerp-belgian-2026-03-24/ 

DISCLAIMER: The information provided in the report is based on reports and information received through network monitoring with the assistance of a technological 
system. The Ministry of Diaspora Affairs and combating Antisemitism makes every effort to ensure that the information is accurate, relevant and ​
up-to-date. However, it will be clarified that the information in the report is presented "As Is" and the Ministry cannot be responsible for the completeness of the 
information or its suitability for a particular purpose or use. If, despite these efforts, you believe that an error has occurred involving the accuracy of the information or 
any rights, please e-mail us at: diaspora@pmo.gov.il 
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Name/Description of incident Arson attack targeting vehicles in Antwerp’s Jewish Quarter (car 

torched) 

Type of Incident  Physical Attack (Threat)

Location Antwerp, Belgium (Jewish Quarter - Appelmansstraat/Vestingstraat) 



 

 
The torched vehicle  

 

 

Ashab al Yamin’s statement following the attack 
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