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Antisemitism and Anti-Zionism in Norway - Introduction

e Norway's Jewish population consists of approximately 1,500 people, primarily living in Oslo and
Trondheim.

e According to The Center for Studies of the Holocaust and Religious Minorities (HL Center), the
extent of antisemitism has increased in Norway following the Hamas terrorist attacks on
Israel on October 7, 2023, and the subsequent war."

o According to a survey by The Norwegian Broadcasting Corporation (NRK) in 2023, 69% of
Jewish community members in Norway have experienced incidents related to their
Jewish identity since October 7, 2023.?

o In May 2024, the HL Center conducted a survey to assess changes in public attitudes
following the October 7, 2023 attack on Israel and the ensuing war. The survey found that
30% of respondents felt Israel's actions in Gaza had led to more negative views of Jews in
general.

o Amnesty International's report shows a sharp rise in antisemitism and anti-Muslim
sentiment in Norway, especially on TikTok and Facebook, after the October 7 attacks.

Out of the comments on posts about the Middle East conflict, hateful comments
against Jews and Muslims increased significantly, rising from nearly 0% to 2%.>

o According to the World Jewish Congress, rising antisemitism in Norway is attributed to
the ongoing Israel-Hamas conflict.*

o According to The Mosaiske Trossamfund, members of the Jewish community have
reported several kinds of harassment such as receiving threatening phone calls or

hate-filled notes in their mailboxes, and bullying of Jewish children in schools.”

https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/962f310995e349fbbea77927473556¢0/no/pdfs/handlingsplan-mot-antisemittism
€-2025-2030.pdf

? https://www.nrk.no/spesial/nrk-kartlegging-av-jodehat-i-norge-etter-7.-oktober.-1.16644625
*https://amnesty.no/sites/default/files/2024-09/undersokelse_-_debatten_om_konflikten_i_midtosten_pa_sosiale_medier_0
.pdf

* https://www.worldjewishcongress.org/en/about/communities/NO
*https://www.aftenposten.no/meninger/kronikk/i/alv60d/i-norge-er-frykt-blitt-en-del-av-hverdagen-for-mange-med-joedisk-
identitet
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The Norwegian Ministry of Local Government and Modernisation conducts surveys every five years

to assess societal attitudes toward Jews and other minorities.®
o According to the Norwegian Ministry of Local Government and Modernisation’s Action Plan

against Antisemitism for 2021-2023," Norwegian Jews report an increase in antisemitism
in daily life.®

e Antisemitic attitudes in Norway reportedly increased from 9.3% of the population holding
such beliefs in 2022 to 11.5% in 2024, according to a survey by the HL Center.’

e Holocaust distortion persists, with 51% of respondents comparing Israel’s treatment of
Palestinians to Nazi atrocities, highlighting the blurred lines between political critique and
antisemitic rhetoric."

e Rabbi Joav Melchior of Oslo stated that antisemitism in Norway is at its highest level since
World War II, with increasing aggression and media hostility."

e According to a survey among 141 adults from the Jewish community in Norway in August 2024,

92% feel that Norwegian authorities have a poor understanding of the nature and extent of

antisemitism.*

¢ Action plan against antisemitism, p. 29

T Action plan against antisemitism 2021-2023 - a continuation report, Regjeringen.no, 2023.
https://www.regjeringen.no/contentassets/9c3f6754f04844da971a26331b732b3f/action-plan-against-antisemitism-20212023
-a-continuatio.pdf

¥ Action plan against antisemitism, p. 11
*https://www.aftenposten.no/meninger/kronikk/i/alv60d/i-norge-er-frykt-blitt-en-del-av-hverdagen-for-mange-med-joedisk-
identitet
https://www.aftenposten.no/meninger/kronikk/i/alv60d/i-norge-er-frykt-blitt-en-del-av-hverdagen-for-mange-med-joedisk
-identitet

https://www.algemeiner.com/2024/02/26/antisemitism-in-norway-at-highest-levels-since-wwii-says-local-rabbi/

2 https://www.rights.no/2024/08/mister-norge-jodene-sine/



J-SO0C Ministry for Diaspora Affairs

_—National Center for Combating Antisemitism and Combatina Antisemitism

Major Antisemitic/Anti-Israel Incidents

Torch thrown into the synagogue in Trondheim

Date: April 17, 2024

Location: Trondheim

Event: A torch was thrown over the fence that surrounds the synagogue of the Jewish
Community in Trondheim.*

Graffiti Depicting Anne Frank Wearing a Keffiyeh Painted on Wall in Central Bergen

Date: July 24, 2024

Location: Bergen

Event: A mural depicting Anne Frank wearing a keffiyeh appeared on a wall in central
Bergen. The artwork, ‘Death of the Innocent’ comments on the Israeli state's "genocide"
of Palestinian women and children, according to the artist. "The work is also a comment
on Israeli public figures' attempts to turn all calls for humanitarianism into antisemitism.
It's too shameful, and they cannot get away with it..." according to the statement.*

Norway's Sovereign Wealth Fund Divests from Bezeq

Date: December 3, 2024

Location: Oslo

Event: Norway's sovereign wealth fund divested from Bezeq due to its services to West
Bank settlements. Managed by Norges Bank Investment Management, the fund faces
scrutiny over its Israeli investments, and its ethical council has excluded several Israeli
companies before.'® ¢

Bhttps://www.vg.no/nyheter/i/kwW5gB/fakkel-kastet-inn-til-synagogen-i-trondheim#:~:text=%E2%80%93%20Vi%20har%20f
orst%C3%A5else%20for%20at,saken%20p%C3%A5%20alvor%2C%20sier%20politiet.&text=0Onsdag%20forrige%20uke%20b
le%20det,Det%20j%C3%B8diske%20samfunnet%20i%20Trondheim.

" https://www.timesofisrael.com/graffiti-in-norway-of-anne-frank-wearing-a-keffiyeh-sparks-outrage/
Bhttps://www.reuters.com/world/middle-east/norway-wealth-fund-divests-israels-bezeq-providing-telecoms-services-west-
bank-2024-12-04/
https://www.jewishpress.com/news/israel/boycott/norways-wealth-fund-divests-from-israels-bezeg-over-serving-settlers/
2024/12/04/
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Reported Antisemitic/Anti-Israel Incidents in the Past Year

Description

The metro station Furuset in Oslo was vandalized
with antisemitic tags, including phrases such as

18/12/2023 Oslo
12/ ‘Hitler started it. We finished it’ and ‘Hamas, one
struggle.*’
The Jewish cemetery in Trondheim was vandalized.
April2024  Trondheim = 10-15 tombstones were found overturned in the

17/04/2024 Trondheim

June 2024 Valders

19/07/24 Drammen

24/07/2024 Bergen

03/12/2024 Oslo

cemetery.'®

A torch was thrown at the local synagogue.

Swastikas were discovered on rock walls and tables
in a pavilion at Leirasanden. Norwegian police
opened a criminal case but later closed it due to
resource constraints.*

Swastikas and "88" (stands for the letters “H.H.”
that stand for “Heil Hitler”) were sprayed down the
Posten Terminalen Drammen, a key logistics and
distribution hub for Norway's postal services.”

A mural depicting Anne Frank wearing a Palestinian
keffiyeh has appeared on a wall in central Bergen.

Norway's sovereign wealth fund divested from the
Israeli telecom giant Bezeq due to its provision of
services to settlements in the West Bank.

Risk Level

Incident could have or did

harm a large number of
people/community

8 https://www.vl. no/nyheter/2024/04/17/store om-haerverk-pa deISk gravlund i-trondheim-det-gjor-meg-opprort/
¥ https://www.avisa-valdres.no/oppdaget-flere-hakekors/s/5-54-1028193
2 https://www.nrk.no/buskerud/tagget-nazisymboler-pa-postterminalen-1.16970511


https://eurojewcong.org/news/communities-news/norway/oslo-metro-vandalised-with-antisemitic-tags/
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Antisemitic/Anti-Israel Generators in Norway

Nordic Resistance Movement

Reach Telegram - 8.5K*

Overview The Nordic Resistance Movement is the largest neo-Nazi organization in Scandinavia,
operating in Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Iceland, and Finland. The NRM is a
self-described “National Socialist activist organisation fighting for a free and united
Nordic Nation.” In June 2024, the U.S. government designated the NRM as a Specially
Designated Global Terrorist (SDGT).”” The NRM is known for its antisemitic and
anti-zionist stances, and the organization is known for “sight-seeing” and
demonstrations outside of synagogues.

Sosialistisk Ungdom

Reach Instagram - 7.4K,” Facebook - 16K*

Overview Sosialistisk Ungdom (SU or “Socialist Youth”) is the youth wing of the Norwegian
Socialist Left Party. In November 2023, a month after the Hamas-led massacre in
southern Israel, SU published a call to end “Israel's brutal war on Gaza,” claiming that
“Israel's attack cannot be called self-defense” and urging supporters to “stand up for
Gaza and for a free Palestine.””

2 https://t[.Jme/nordicresistancemovement

22 https://www.state.gov/terrorist-designations-of-nordic-resistance-movement-and-three-leaders/
2 https://www.instagram[.Jcom/sosialistiskungdom/

# https://www.facebook[.]Jcom/sosialistiskungdom/

% https://sul.]no/fritt-palestina-la-gaza-leve/
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Radt
Reach X - 31K,*® Facebook - 80K, Instagram - 30K, YouTube - 2.6K*
Overview The Red Party (Redt) is a socialist political party established in 2007 through the merger

of the Red Electoral Alliance and the Workers' Communist Party. Positioned on the far-left
of the political spectrum, the party is Marxist-Communist in ideology and aims for a
classless society. Its goals include transitioning from capitalism to socialism, expanding
the public sector, and nationalizing large enterprises. The Red Party also opposes
Norway's membership in the European Union.

Palestinakomiteen i Norge

Reach X - 2.2K,* Facebook - 24K,* Instagram - 36.9K,* YouTube - 294, TikTok - 45.3K>*

Overview The Palestine Committee of Norway (Palestinakomiteen i Norge) was founded in 1969 as
an advocacy organization for Palestinian rights in Norway. The organization supports the
BDS movement and the Palestinian struggle, and upholds the right of return for
Palestinian “refugees”. It also engages in solidarity work, including sending volunteers to
the Middle East.

% https://x[.Jcom/raudt

7T https://www.facebook[.Jcom/Roedt/

% https://www.instagram[.Jcom/stemroedt/

» https://www.youtube[.Jcom/user/PartietRoedt/

* https://twitter[.Jcom/PalKom

* https://www.facebook[.Jcom/palestinakomiteen

32 https://www.instagram[.Jcom/palestinakomiteeninorge/

3 https://www.youtube[.Jcom/@palestinakomiteeninorge6961
* https://www.tiktok[.Jcom/@palestinakomiteen_norge
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Islam Net R
IslamNet

Reach Facebook - 3M,*® Instagram - 1.7M,* YouTube - 358K*’

Overview Islam Net is a Salafi organization based in Oslo that was founded in 2008 with the goal of
recruiting, converting, and mobilizing Norwegian youth to become active both online
and offline in order to spread their form of Islam in the country. Islam Net is dedicated
to Dawah (call to Islam) and claimed to be “the only organization in Norway working on
a mass level to reach out to the youth with digital media.”*® Islam Net collaborates with
the British Islamist antisemite Mohammad Hijab, who openly supports Hamas and once
claimed that “the problem is not Zionism but Judaism.”* Hijab’s videos are promoted
on Islam Net’s YouTube channel.*’

Fredrik Graesvik

Reach X - 74.6K,* Instagram - 23K,* Facebook - 16.6K*

Overview Fredrik Graesvik is a journalist and author, recognized for his extensive reporting on

international conflicts and his role as a correspondent for TV 2. He has covered major
global events, including wars and humanitarian crises, often providing firsthand
accounts from conflict zones. Graesvik is known for his pro-Palestinian, anti-Israel stance
and agenda. He claims that Israel is killing children in Gaza, firing “shells at Gaza from
civilian areas,” and compares Israel and Hamas as two equal sides who use civilians as
human shields.* Additionally, he claims that “Palestinian health officials in Gaza [e.g.,
Hamas] have no history of exaggerating numbers.”*

% https://www.facebook[.Jcom/IslamNetEnglish/

% https://www.instagram[.Jcom/islamnetenglish/

3" https://www.youtube[.Jcom/channel/UC004-48gQsavA3-Lr8ksYqQ
% https://islamnet[.Jcom/mainpage3

¥ https://www.youtube[.Jcom/watch?v=ai38X_9Mb0Q

“ https://www.youtube[.]Jcom/@IslamNetEnglish/videos

“I https://twitter[.Jcom/UriksFredrik

2 https://www.instagram[.Jcom/tv2fredrik/

* https://www.facebook[.Jcom/fredrik.graesvik

* https://twitter[.Jcom/UriksFredrik/status/1795029074596807118
* https://twitter[.Jcom/UriksFredrik/status/1743673405113503772
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