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PRESS RELEASE
For the first time:
Israel’s Government to Approve a Strategic Framework 
to Secure Jewish Continuity in the Diaspora

Minister of Diaspora Affairs Omer Yankelevich presented a long-term Strategic Program for securing the future of the Jewish People for the government’s approval.  *“In this Proposal, we move on from performing ceremonial functions to developing a global Jewish strategy” – said Yankelevich. *The Program is developed on the basis of the conclusions of the Fassberg – Kandel Committee appointed by the government to explore ways to ensure Jewish continuity.

In its upcoming meeting, Israel’s Government is expected to approve a first of its kind comprehensive strategic framework for ensuring continued existence of the Jewish People in the Diaspora.  The framework has been presented for government approval by Omer Yankelevich, Minister of Diaspora Affairs, based on the conclusions of the special public Committee established to examine the future of the Jewish People.
The public Committee was appointed a year and a half ago, to examine government activities with regard to Diaspora Jewry.   Committee objectives are to map out the routes for building bonds between Israel and Jewish Communities of the world, and to bridge between the pertinent Zionist vision and today’s realities.  The Committee was headed by Ms. Maxine Fassberg, formerly CEO of Intel Israel and Vice President of Intel Global, and Professor Eugene Kandel, CEO of Start-Up Nation Central, former Chair of the National Economic Council under the auspices of the Prime Minister’s Office.
The Committee investigated governmental activity and developments over the recent years.  Having interviewed key professionals and content experts in this field, the Committee concluded that Israel must present an all-round strategic program for ensuring the future of the Jewish people, focused on strengthening ties with Jewish Communities worldwide with an inclusive outlook, investing in formal and informal Jewish education, and reinforcing Jewish identity and a sense of connection to Israel along various channels.  All this is to be implemented in full cooperation with the Jewish Agency for Israel, National Institutes, philanthropists and Jewish Communities of the world.
Following up on the Committee’s Report and under the guidance of Minister Yankelevich, professionals at the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs consolidated an innovative, far-reaching principal strategic framework delineating the fields of activity aimed at ensuring Jewish continuity in the Diaspora that implements Committee recommendations as well as numerous other creative ideas and systems thinking synergizing the operations of all parties involved in Diaspora work while creating global operational platforms and an adequate resource base.
“We are poised at a decisive historical moment in everything that concerns the relationship between the State of Israel and the global Jewish Diaspora.  It is the time to decide whether we are only seven million Jews gathered in the Land of Israel, or fifteen million Jews all over the world.  The upcoming government decision expresses our acceptance of responsibility for the Jewish People, similar to the Declaration of Israel’s Independence and the Nation-State Law.  The framework that stands to be approved will enable us to formulate a sustainable, long-term strategic program not dependent on the type of government in office” – stated Yankelevich.
In her words, “The COVID-19 outbreak spelled out the question of Israel’s commitment to the Diaspora Jewry in no uncertain terms: does the State of Israel assume clear responsibility for the future of the Jewish People and its continued existence?  Implementing the recommendations of the Fassberg - Kandel Committee will empower us to carry out global strategic projects with far-reaching influence on the future of the Jewish People for years to come” – she elaborated.
According to Professor Kandel, “To achieve a turn around, there is an immediate need for a strategic move aiming for the long term and fortified by necessary government resources as well as close collaboration with Jewish Communities all over the world.  Only thus do we stand a chance of preventing the collapse of many Jewish Communities within a single generation, and the severance of ties between numerous young Jews and their People.
“If a large number of Jews anywhere in the world were in physical danger, the State of Israel would not hesitate for a moment to protect them, there and now.  Today, scores of Jews around the world are on the verge of disconnecting themselves forever from the Jewish People.  Are we going to stand idle, asking ourselves “why now?” – asks Ms. Fassberg.

