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Chair,

In line with Israel’s longstanding position, Palestinian membership of UNESCO has no legal effect under international law. Accordingly, Israel does not recognize nominations submitted by the Palestinian delegation.

The decision to submit a dozen tentative sites for UNESCO World Heritage status, including the ancient Jerusalem water system, the fortress of Herodium, and the Hasmonean Palaces, represents another Palestinian attempt to rewrite Jewish history in the Land of Israel. Try though it may, neither the Palestinians nor this committee can erase the people of Israel’s ancient roots in our ancestral homeland. While the move may pass muster today in this conference, it will not stand the test of time.

The issue before us is not simply a technical update to a tentative list. It is part of a broader pattern, of Palestinians using UNESCO’s heritage mechanisms to advance political objectives, which have nothing to do with genuine cultural preservation.

Jerusalem’s water systems were engineered by ancient Jewish rulers to protect the city during foreign invasions. The construction of this water system is documented in the Bible, in the book of Kings. The Hasmonean palaces were built in the 1st and 2nd centuries BCE by the Maccabees and house one of the oldest synagogues ever discovered. Herodium, the monumental palace fortress and burial site of Herod, king of Judea, is a crucial piece of classical Jewish and Roman history.

Attempting to claim exclusive cultural custody over palaces from the ancient Kingdom of Judah, while ignoring their Jewish heritage, denies history.

This constitutes a clear example of the politicizing of UNESCO and this honorable forum to promote one-sided political agendas.

Israel remains fully committed to preserving the cultural heritage of all peoples and all faiths. UNESCO should reject the weaponizing of history. We urge the World Heritage Committee to safeguard the integrity of the Convention and ensure its procedures remain guided by professional considerations, not political agendas.

Thank you, Chair
