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President Herzog announces wide and diverse list of Medal of Honor recipients, marking Israel’s 75th year of independence

Presidential Medal of Honor to be presented to a number of individuals who made a unique contribution to the State of Israel.

Individual recipients: For their unique contribution to the State of Israel
Musician Chava Alberstein; social entrepreneur Adi Altschuler; Professor Meir Buzaglo; Rabbi Menachem HaCohen; Professor Mona Khoury; Maj. Gen. (res.) Dan Tolkowsky; journalist Carmela Menashe; soccer player Bibras Natcho; educator Dr. Assad Araidy; and social entrepreneur Lena Shtern.
Organizational recipients: For their unique contribution to the State of Israel
Kemach – Promoting Haredi Employment
Individual recipients: For their unique contribution to the Jewish People
Moroccan statesman André Azoulay; and international law professor Irwin Cotler.

President of the State of Israel, Isaac Herzog, is pleased to announce the recipients of the 2023 Presidential Medal of Honor, marking the 75th year of Israel’s Independence. The Presidential Medal of Honor is awarded to those who have made an extraordinary contribution to the State of Israel, the Jewish people, and all humanity. The decoration will be awarded to the recipients in a festive ceremony which will be held at the President's Residence this coming September.

This year, as mentioned, on the occasion of the 75th year of the State of Israel, it was decided to award the prize to a wide variety of 13 people active in various fields in Israel and in the Diaspora. Among the recipients: eight men, five women, one organization, two leaders from the Diaspora. The ages of the recipients range from 35-102 and they embody the diverse and vibrant Israeli and Jewish mosaic.

The Presidential Medal of Honor was an initiative of the Ninth President of the State of Israel, the late Shimon Peres, and was awarded for the first time in 2012. Until President Isaac Herzog took office, the Medal was awarded to 26 recipients, on the recommendation of an advisory committee headed by the retired president of the Supreme Court, the late Meir Shamgar.

Upon taking office, President Herzog established a new advisory committee chaired by Supreme Court Judge (retired), Professor Yoram Danziger, to recommend candidates for the award. Since taking office, the President has awarded the Medal to personalities from Israel and abroad, including the President of the United States Joe Biden, then President of Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades, then President of the Czech Republic Miloš Zeman, the poet Rachel Shapira, among other individuals who have made a unique contribution in their field.

The President instructed the committee to put forward various proposals from all parts of Israeli society, including Jewish leaders from the Diaspora. The President personally called the recipients and informed them of their award. The advisory committee decided that the Medal would not be awarded to those who have previously received the Israel Prize.

In nominating the candidates for the award, the Advisory Committee noted:
Individual recipients: For their unique contribution to the State of Israel
Chava Alberstein
Chava Alberstein (76) has published over sixty albums – including eight in Yiddish and one in English. Chava is known for her activity to preserve the heritage of Yiddish poetry. Her albums include, among other things, songs that have become Hebrew classics, children's songs, social protest songs as well as personal songs. Her work is the subject of unceasing appreciation and continues to gain success in Israel as well as around the world. Chava Alberstein is a symbol of Hebrew music and has influenced generations of Israelis with her poetry and song.
Adi Altschuler
Adi Altschuler (36) is a young and revolutionary social entrepreneur in Israel, who has become an example and a model for Tikkun Olam and social action. She has initiated and founded three large organizations from two worlds: Krembo Wings which brings together children and youth from general education and special education; Zicharon B'Salon, which is a social enterprise of informal gatherings around Israel’s Holocaust Remembrance Day, and the Inclo Association, a new countrywide model for the integration of general education and special education.
Professor Meir Buzaglo
Professor Meir Buzaglo (64) is a professor of philosophy at the Hebrew University in Jerusalem, and one of the most important thinkers and intellectual leaders in Israel. His unique work combines original thinking and extensive volunteer work. The world of poetry that he teaches and shares for its sounds and depths, emerges as a world of moderation, tenderness, listening and respect for others – a true example in these challenging times. Professor Buzaglo has for years been an outspoken unifying and healing voice in a polarized society, an inter-generational, inter-religious and all-Israeli remedy to disunity. He founded the "Tikkun" movement that strives to establish a new agenda and a unifying discourse.
Rabbi Menachem HaCohen
Rabbi Menachem HaCohen (90) encompasses the religious spirit of the Jewish people in Israel and has served as an exemplary thinker of Jewish reason throughout his life. His influence as a Jewish leader can be seen even at the beginning of his career as a religious officer in the Nahal Brigade and a military rabbi with the soldiers who liberated the Western Wall. The Rabbi continued his path as a beacon of the Jewish light, serving as the chief rabbi to Romania’s Jewish community, as rabbi of the Moshavim movement, and as a Member of Knesset where he combined the values Judaism and democracy. In 1976, he founded the Pinchas Sapir Jewish Heritage Center, located in the Old City of Jerusalem. This center, which he heads to this day, conducts seminars and study sessions for a diverse audience. Rabbi Menachem HaCohen serves as a model for leadership and integrity, and for respectful and fruitful Jewish religious dialogue. He contributed and continues to contribute to the development of Jewish and Israeli identity and reason.
Professor Mona Khoury
Professor Mona Khoury (48) is Vice President of the Hebrew University for Strategy and Diversity. He has succeeded in bringing about a real change in policy and diversity activities at the Hebrew University, and in a multitude of social initiatives. She was born in the Wadi Nisnas neighborhood in Haifa. From a young age she has combined studies and work with studies and science at the forefront of her significant academic achievements. Over the years she has held a number of senior positions in Israeli academia and in society including as a member of the academic policy committee, advisor to the president of the Hebrew University for the accessibility to higher education for the Arab society, dean of the school of social work and social welfare, and as a member and leader of dozens of committees that promote the wellbeing of at-risk populations in Israel, values of equality, tolerance and pluralism in Israeli society. Professor Khoury's research interests include school violence, youth delinquency and cyberbullying - in all of which she offers new insights, new ways for policy implementation, and presents suggestions and plans for preventive and reactive intervention in Israeli society. She has especially focused her activities on Arab society and succeeded in bringing about an understanding and reducing causes of violence.
Maj. Gen. (res.) Dan Tolkowsky
Maj. Gen. (res.) Dan Tolkowsky (102) made a unique contribution to the security of the State of Israel and its economy. He served as commander of the Fifth Air Force and contributed to the design of the force's formation, operational capacity, and organizational culture. He was also active within the Committee for Atomic Energy. He worked to develop and establish the Israeli hi-tech world long before it was possible to predict the contribution of hi-tech to the economy and society in Israel. With his contribution in this field, he raised the profile of the country, and contributed to the pursuit of science and technology. He was responsible for the development a significant part of the hi-tech industry in Israel, managed investment companies, and established Israel's first venture fund for investments in hi-tech.
Carmela Menashe
Journalist Carmela Menashe (73) has been working in the field of journalism and media for around five decades, predominantly as the military and security commentator for Israel’s Public Broadcasting Corporation. In her coverage over many years, she reported on, and uncovered stories related to a range of security issues, holding the military to account while acting with fairness and responsibility, and with respect and concern for the IDF soldiers and officers. Menashe led two significant moves in Israeli society – first arguing the futility of the IDF's continued presence in the security strip in southern Lebanon, leading to the IDF's withdrawal from the area. Second was the change in the army's attitude towards recruitment and greater equality for women in the ranks of the IDF. Thanks to her activity, new norms were established in everything related to individual problems in the army. Carmela's phone number was written in all the IDF bases and she was nicknamed the "mother of the soldiers". In addition, Carmela was the first female military reporter on public broadcasting, thereby marking the path for women in the media, and becoming a symbol of freedom of the press and freedom of expression.
Bibras Natcho
Soccer player Bibras Natcho (35), served as the captain of the Israel national soccer team. He is a member of the Circassian community, and the first non-Jewish captain of the national team. He represented Israel for 20 years, during which he served as a personal example, demonstrating humanity, professionalism, inclusiveness and generosity. Natcho made sure to be a unifying factor within the team and in the locker room, among all players from all denominations and sectors. At the end of his role as captain, he expressed his hope that the country would follow the example of the national team's dressing room: respect, unity, and partnership. Bibras Natcho served as a proud ambassador of Israel in all the countries he played in and left a positive impression on a personal level and as a representative of the country.
[bookmark: _Hlk139216040]Dr. Assad Araidy
Dr. Assad Araidy (80) is a member of the Druze community. He began teaching teenagers and serving as a Hebrew teacher in his native village of Majar and as a Hebrew teacher in Tiberias when his military service ended. His career in education included managing four post-primary schools in the Druze sector including the high school for sciences and leadership in Yarka, he was an inspector in the Ministry of Education, and in charge of the education system in the Judea and Samaria region and the Golan Heights. Dr. Araidy also served as the head of a local council and was elected for two terms in his home village. In this position he emphasized the development and empowerment of the education system. Along with his work as an educator, Dr. Araidy made sure to volunteer and contribute his time to the advancement of the education system in the Druze community, and for the welfare of students and youth. More than 20 years ago, he was one of the initiators of the establishment of the Children's Village in Hurfeish and assisted in fundraising for and creating scholarships for graduates of the Children's Village. He currently serves as the chairman of the Association of Friends of the Children's Village. Since 2016, Dr. Araidy has served as the chairman of Hamifal Educational Children’s Homes. With great sensitivity, he succeeds in promoting models of empowerment and training for children and their parents while maintaining the values, vision and professionalism of an exemplary educator.
Lena Shtern
Lena Shtern (73), immigrated to Israel from the Commonwealth of Independent States. In her grief founded the Holistic Aid Center named after her husband, former MK, the late Yuri Shtern. The center provides care for oncology patients, offering them complementary medicine treatments and therapies. It is the only center of its kind in the world. The center trains certified therapists to provide complementary medicine for cancer patients and their families throughout their hospital stay. The therapists, all volunteers, come each week in shifts to the oncology departments at Shaare Zedek Medical Center to provide holistic treatments to patients and family members free of charge. The center has about 170 active qualified therapists and about half of them are volunteers at the hospital. Every year the volunteers at the Center provide more than 12,000 complementary medicine treatments to thousands of cancer patients and their families, regardless of religion, race, and nationality.

Organizational recipients: For their unique contribution to the State of Israel

Kemach – Promoting Haredi Employment
The Kemach Foundation promotes employment in the ultra-Orthodox Sector. It has been operating for over 16 years, leading an essential revolution in everything associated with the integration of the ultra-Orthodox public into the labor market. The innovative idea of creating a place that combines assessment, study counseling, and guidance for employment under one roof, has been groundbreaking in Israel’s ultra-Orthodox society and created a dramatic change in the approach to the integration of the ultra-Orthodox public in the workplace. The organization was founded by the ultra-Orthodox-British businessman Leo Noe, and the ultra-Orthodox social entrepreneur Mordechai Feldstein. So far, the association has provided employment guidance services and significant scholarships for both vocational training and academic studies to tens of thousands of women and men from the ultra-Orthodox community.

Individual recipients: For their unique contribution to the Jewish People

André Azoulay
André Azoulay (82) is a world-renowned statesman who serves as a senior advisor to the King of Morocco, Mohammed VI, and has been in office since the time of King Hassan II. André has made an extraordinary contribution to Moroccan Jewry, the Jewish world, and the State of Israel, in cultivating and preserving relations with Morocco over the years, preserving Jewish heritage in Morocco, and providing support and advice to Israeli leaders in their quest for peace in the Middle East. Azoulay founded the organization 'Identity and Dialogue' in order to restore and nurture the Jewish heritage that flourished in Morocco, and he promoted cross-cultural communication between Jews and Palestinians. In 2020, in the presence of the King of Morocco, a center for Jewish culture that Azoulay founded, was inaugurated in Essaouira, and serves as a meeting place for Muslims and Jews, hosting artists and musicians from Israel. His vision of establishing friendly and peaceful relations between Israel and Morocco was realized in the Abraham Accords and his influence is evident in every area of these relations.

Irwin Cotler
Irwin Cotler is the former Minister of Justice of Canada, a proud Zionist Jew, and a world-renowned human rights advocate who has made a special contribution in the field of the struggle for human rights, and in the fight against antisemitism, hate crimes, and racism in general. In particular, he was contributed greatly to raising the issue of Jews under the Soviet Union, and of the communities in Iran and Syria in particular. Cotler is an influential leader who fights against the delegitimization of Israel and manifestations of antisemitism in the international arena. He has greatly contributed Israel’s standing on the international stage with his his commitment to the continued prosperity of the State of Israel as a Jewish and democratic state. His international status in the field of constitutional law and rights in the fight against antisemitism is evident and prominent throughout the world.
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