
  
 

 

 

 

Jerusalem, 22 Elul 5782 

September 18, 2022 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Central Elections Committee chairman, Supreme Court Justice 

Yitzhak Amit accepted the petition of the Likud vs Yair Lapid and 

the Yesh Atid party, ruling that photographs from an Israeli Air 

Force base with IDF soldiers that were posted in private-political 

social media accounts constitute a violation of the Elections Law 

(Propaganda Means).  

“This is yet another example of how the law in general, and the propaganda 

means law in particular, cannot keep up with the technological advances and 

social media fashions, and this makes it difficult to enforce the legal restrictions.” 

Prime Minister Yair Lapid and the Yesh Atid party were ordered to pay the 

Likud’s and the government’s legal advisor’s expenses, to the sum of 40,000 NIS, 

in equal parts. 

In the petition, which was presented to the Central Elections committee chairman, 

Supreme Court Justice Yitzhak Amit, the Likud claimed that the Prime Minister and 

his party post on their private-political pages photographs with IDF soldiers, which, 

according to the claim, is electioneering using public resources an IDF soldiers. 

The photographs are from the Prime Minister’s visit to an Air Force base on 

September 6, 2022, and he is seen in them with IDF soldiers and warplanes. 

In his ruling, Justice Amit: 

“After reading the petition and responses, I have concluded that the petition should be 

accepted.  The petition relates to posts on Respondent 1 and 2’s private-political 

accounts (1 = Prime Minister Lapid, 2 = the Yesh Atid party) which do not meet the 

criteria for the few exceptions which allow such posts during election season. 

“From the posts, it is clear that the point is electioneering, using the IDF Air Force 

base and its resources such as warplanes… Posts of this type violate the prohibition 

outlines n Sections 2a and 2b(b) of the Elections Law (propaganda Means). 

“At this juncture, one must recognize that the majority of the photographs mention ed 

in the petition were posted as “stories” on the Prime Minister’s Instagram account and 



  
 

 

 

were erased from the internet 24 hours after being posted.  This is yet another 

example of how the law in general, and the propaganda means law in particular, 

cannot keep up with the technological advances and social media fashions, and this 

makes it difficult to enforce the legal restrictions.” 

Justice Amit continued: 

“It is unfortunate that despite fact that in my previous ruling, in the case of the Likud 

vs Lapid (sept. 6/22), I warned against the politicization of written claims, as a misuse 

of due process, the appellant has once again taken advantage of the opportunity to 

make a political statement which is irrelevant to the process.  It must be clear that 

misuse of due process can lead to the immediate refusal of the petition. 

“In the end, the petition is accepted. With this, I am ordering Respondents 1 and 2 

(P.M. Lapid and the Yesh Atid party) to remove immediately, from all social media 

accounts, any photographs relevant to the petition which are still online.  I am 

assuming that the respondents will take the initiative and remove all photographs with 

IDF soldiers or facilities that were taken within 90 days of elections. 

“Respondents 1 and 2 (Prime Minister Lapid and the Yesh Atid party) will pay the 

expenses of the appellant (the Likud) and of Respondent 3, the government’s legal 

advisor, in equal parts.” 

Attached is the ruling (in Hebrew). 

Sincerely, 

 

Giora Pordes 

CEC Spokesman 

 

 

https://www.gov.il/BlobFolder/dynamiccollectorresultitem/tbk_24_25_finaldecision/he/laws_25_tbk_24_25_finaldecision.pdf

