. at

. R o
-
, ‘ ~/
N .

Address by President YITZBEAX NAVON

at the G#skke s installation of the new President

in the Knessét, 5 Mayﬁf983_

Mr. Speaker, kembers of the Knesset,

. ¥ive years have passed since the Knesset did me the honour
of electing me g® rresident of the State of Israel.

The first year was different from the second, and neither of
was Ukae
them vesembled those that followed: the first year/sErmedxXmx¥E an

eternity;'the dcona appeared to last a generation; the third was
seemed -as long as.
fxkg/a leap year; the fourth was quite normal; and the fifth was

. . . : ’ . 4 , .
over in a flash. ‘

They were all alike, however, in this: in each of them my

ItramkfuInexy gratitude) -
heart was full of mxatxtmge/to the Almighty for gramixmgxme the

privilege of serving as the President of Israel, and not a day passed
without nmy feeling, with every fibre of my being, appreciation and
thankfulness to all the hosts of our people for the sympathy and =
support which they w showeredﬂgg~@y family and'myselffjwééﬁﬂ;uch a

»In the naﬁe of my wife

Ophifa, TYXRA® Our daughter Na'ama and my¥ our son krez, I thank
all of tbhem. So long as we live, we shall preserve the loving memory

of that gracious gift. . | @
And now my 0ld friend Bhaim Herzog is to assume the Presidency.

The stdry of his life in the service zmr of our reople and our country

is an open book. Scion of an illustrious rabbinical family, soldier

and scholar,,wﬁgjhas played an important partain the military and

political affairs of Israel,(with devotion, skill and loyalty.

perspnal qualities, together with his profound knowledge of Diaspora

His

Jewry, the wide world and the various strata of our society, will |

By s ddde o

B S IUEMNIM 5L
. ) . 84 o

his wife Aura, a lady of\kany'activit and geeed distinction in

Ma -
her own right, an&xwxxixhxpnxxx&xxxuxtxiha!/%hey and their children

be important assets in his distinguished position.

vish

may find favour and esteem in the sight 04‘00d and man.

Let me g&ﬁaﬁ,éiig the words spoken by his grandfather,
Rabbi Hillman, abou} his father, Rabbi Herzog, on the day of his
installation as Chief Rabbi of Israel:

’?KEEXX‘IX’M&!V PVORF ot




|

,\

‘restrains In this matter, this illustrious House has a % role of

‘self-controlled and xeX¥ relevint discussion, which others can

-2-
“Look! I have given you a.beautiful and splendid citron;
guard it with 21l your might'"

I feel it my duty at this time to express my sincere thanks
tO'the Prime Minister for the dignified and courteous relationship

that existed between us during the entire perlod b~Q§ same applies

to the other members of the Government and /ﬁecretarleq I received
regular reports,cf=euenis, and no information I requested was withheld

from me. For this, too, I am grateful.

. Members of the Knesset,

During my term of offece, great events took place in our

foreign and domestic affairs.'Together_with all the citizens of
uU.Q,(L"‘t’\—"".Q""‘- k. ~i
Israel, f\b-' L k”the cpnclusion of the peace treaty with Egypt,

the evacuation of Yamit, the war in Lebanon, and the growing 1nterr‘

polarization amongst us. I~hayg'anlntend}an-eg—dealtng in detail with

all these matters on this occasion.I shall only express the hope
the:

| that/deadlock in the implementatlon of that historic peace treaty

with Egypt may be solved, that if may strike deeper roots and bear

the fruit we hope for

- ’-—'—\f—"—’-./.

. #\Too m£§ sacrifices have been made to achieve it, t00 many
hopes have been attached to it, for it to be allowed to melt away
and disavpear, It is also my prayer that we may spxxdxii?g?rlve at
saeh;arrangements with Lebanon that maylenable ¥2 our sxixde soldiers
to arrive home speedily safe and sound.

e have been much occupied lately with the intensified
internal polarization in our midst. it would be an illﬁsion to

' adhere to.

assume that the day will come when we shall'h&iﬂ/gﬁg‘Eéme-political
outlook for the sake bf so-called ﬁnity; The quesfion is not whether

there will be debates among us, but how we shall conduct them. The

public are sincerely concerned, and I belieye thzt the great maaorlty
Mfé-mogmv,_,. And
wish with all their hearts to sce more mu ual/%olerance B nore—=sof=

the first importance to play, and it can serve as am a model of

observe and imitate.
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Ladies and Gentlemen,

‘There are some 600,000 Arabs living with us and amongst
us, and the characteqﬁf the ties between us have implications that
Zexkeyrx transcend the 1imité of any geographickl boundary line..
The two peoples are destined to live here togetner. That being so,
‘We must ﬁraﬁsform this decree of fate into a beneficial and fruitful
coexistence. After~maﬁy meetings with Arabs, I can testify that this
is their sincere desire, and they study our history anﬁ culture with

great a&xxiex diligence. When I visited one Arab school, the pupils
were dealing with the significance of Yom Kippur and the distinction
petween transgressions between man and man, and transgressions of

man against @od.x In another room,'they were analysing the poetry
of Rahel. In our schools, I regret to say, there is very little
study of Arabic language and culture} ¥requent meetings between
Jews and Arabs and joint economic enterprises are a direct contri-
bution to uhdérstanding, peace and security. About the loyal Druse
community there is no need to speak at length. The covenant it has
made with us has always stood the test and wili continue to do so.
Membérs of the Knesset, X

A man who.is elected Presidént finds himself, soonér or later,
identified heart and soullwith the wiiole country and the entire
Jewish peOple,‘ in this generation and iﬁ the generations that hav"‘
gone by. DEvery happening, =xex the least whisper, ax is absorbed in
his conscioﬁsness and impinges on hiddgn‘chofds thaxyxevearxxfxhexd xd
the very existence of wﬁich he did not even kaw knbw, and which were
certainly not defined in any law or writ of‘authority.'rrom his
elevated viewpoint he is both near and far, observing the whole and
distinguishing each detail, like the photbgraph'from a éatellite.
More and more he feels on his shoulders the weight of the title
"President of Israel," which bears such a great emotional charge,
and there is one prayer in his heart: May I not stumble in word or
deed; may I not embarrass those whom I represent.

Many experiences and impressions from the days pf my presidéncy

will always be with me, and I shall not try to enumberate them all,

for if I do, “time will end and they will not come to an end," as
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the well-known hymn xayx says. Thdse who talk about *going down
to the people™ don't know what they are talking about. There is
: nothing more elevating and inspiring than théée contacts with the
. various strata of our people, in the small towns and neighbourhoods,
kibbutzim and moshavim, cities and villages.
e,wo—u%h A
I found that we do not knG’}/urselves saﬁﬁ:ea%&y We live
- side by side with each other, but not together with each other.
Among some sections of our people, prejudices against other sections
‘have taken root. We must, brush the dusf off thesé opinions, for they
have no connection whatever with the dynamicy -Exmrzzkaaging reality,
‘which is always changing at a refreshing and,promising rate.
And there is another thiﬂg I noticed: that wherever members.
of the oriental and Ashkenazi communities live together, a true
and harmonious process of Imm integration takes place between them.
I discovered - much to my surprise - that there is hardly-
a single section of our society which does not complain about the
distof@ﬁion of its image. They all believe that they are being wronged
and demand the rectification of the injustice; they all long for
a good word, for recognition and encouragement. And I felt K&W
what misers.we are with praise, and 'what spendthrifts with criticism.
And I also saw how plentifully endowed we are with volunte%‘i,

thousands and hundreds of Xkemx thousands of them. Their moving tales

and acts could ®x stir a heart of stone. They do not beat the drums;

theX,areeeconomical with words and generous with deeds. But they, too,
i ) .

nee=d a/word of encouragenent, of congratulation. When these are not
forthcoming, they may be discouraged; when they are given, everything

flows and flourishes.
In many places I saw tEmm: the newcomers from the lands of

freedom and px®E prosperity, and they reinforce our faith in LZionism,

in its most simple and exalted sense: the ascent to Zion. Let us not

relent in our call to Diaspora Jewry. We need not fear an open debate
with them, or a stubborn repetition of the true essence of Ziouism.

' There is reason .in this madness. I am confident that the President-elect
%Mdhfudt such a
has the\%a%enﬁéfrequlred to conduct tkiz/dialogue, and that he will

dedicate his best endeavours to this end.
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In all the spheres 1 have mentioned, I have tried to make my
contribution to t he best:of my ability.
Wembers of the Knesset,

e havé?een blessed with a people full of vitality, resourceful-

' f%% ﬁ%gdu&%k, ;
ness and creative power, a people that has bornmeysuifering and the

they are -
heroism Xx for many years. It is not true that xxxxs/only
claims/)
capable of making d=mmamds/on the state., If we eékg.to them with

‘15895‘—33:55"':

‘clear and comprehensible demands for the general good, they will put

their skamxX shoulders to the wheel and Tarkxy tackle any task. They

themselves are not.aware of their own vitality and their capacity for
action. As the poet said: hidder
"Its spiritual x® treasure is within it, . .
Like a pearl in the bed of the sea...

And 1ts qualities, llk\\a//;ed in the forest,

Germlnate TixexaxsgEd in the secret shadows."

Let us unveil the light, let us reveal the light, and then -
"Un the soil of the people, in the depfhs of its soul,

Its divine essence will yet glow and snarkle.,"
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