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MR SPEAKER¢ MEMBERg OF THE KNEssET.-MY DEAR PROFEssoR KATZ IR,

o D BEFORE YOU TODAY! WiITH PRnFnuNn APPREC!AT!ON. GREAT TREPIDAT}QCEEE>'

) ANDTQNHEERTFELT PRAYER: APPRECIATION OF THE TRUST YOU HAVE PLACED 1S ‘

' ) ME: TREPIDATION BECAUSE ,OF "THE. ONEROUg CHARACTER OF THE-OFFICE YQUANfA

X . HAVE {IMPOgEN ON. ME. AND - A PRAYER THAT Nn OFFENGE MAY BE CAUsEﬂ B

= ACTION OF MINE. IR ‘ S

1 R CHOlCE HAg CRO £n THE BouNn BETWEFN GOVERNMENT AND OPPOs!T|0Na

e EE¥WEEN PART:ES ANDSEOMMUNiTtFO. ?. 'FROM THIg ‘MOMENT .ONWARD: 4 REGARgeﬁ

i " MYSELFAg . THE RErREsENTATIVE OF ALL THE COMPONEMTS OF OQUR, VAR&COL@$ _

POLITICAL. . $OC LAL . ANRD REL1L.G10Us FARRtC.,lNCLuﬂlNC THOcE WHO: DN, NO

| e FAND IT POSSUBLE AT THE TINE. FOR REASONS THAT I CAN WELL UMDERSTAND.

L TO gUPPORT MY CANNIDATURE BUT ADDEN: THEIR GOOR WIsHES AMD: CONGRATULA-

ﬁ TIONg AT:A:LATER STAGE., TO ALL THE. MEMPEPS OF THE KNEssET OFFER
MY s}NCERFhT GRATiTUDE.; , oL

et
[ * \

~. " PERMIT ME: TO 'CONVEY FROM THIg" Ro TRUM. ON BEHALF oF MY WIFE.AND . -
MY FAMILY. Ag WELL Ag ON MY OWN. OUR gINCERE GRATITUDE TO ALL.THOSE. ...
C1TIZENS. WHETHER. PERSONALLY ‘KNOWN TO Us OR NOT. WEWS. MUSLIMSs -+ .
- CHRISTIANS AND DRUSE. WHO HAVEX SHOWN Us sUGH GEMEROUS AFFECTHON. .-
gHOWERED Us WATH. THE|R”BLESS INGS, - AND PREsENTFD TO Us: sUCH A. BROAD: f
e -BPECTRUM OF WigHES AND HOPES .

- §OME OF 'THEM EXPREgss THEIR CONFIDENCE THAT FROM NOW ON ALL sOC%AL
NIFFERENCES-WILL BE WIPED QUT. OTHERg HOPE THAT PEACE WALL SURELY -
COME. .AND THERE ARE THOSE.-WHO. EXPECT. .FROM NOW ON,. A.'SPEEDY REMEDNY.
FOR'ALL OUR ILLS+ A VARIETY OF WISHES AND gUPPRESqED LONGINGs = ALL
THE FEELINGs AND DEgIREg. THAT QUR PEOPLE CHERIgH THRQUGHOUT THE YEAR =
HAVE FLOWEN TOWARDS Us IN THE EXPECTAT I1ON OF 9PEEDY REAL!ZAT!ON.

\

| AM WITH THEM N THEIR YEARNINGs AND APPREHENOIVE AT THEIR EyPECTA-
“TIONg < | CAN ONLY SAY THAT. WITH. HELP- FROM AROVE, - gHALL DO ALL THAT
CAN BE NONE, BY A PRESINENT OF IgRAEL. IN LOVE AND, AWE, AND | HOPE

THAT HE WHO GIVES MEN KNOWLEDNGE WILL ALsO GIVE Us UNDERsTANDING

TO NDISTINGUIGH BETWEEN THE NEg IRARLE: ANn THE POss!BLE.

PERMIT ME TO ARD. ONE MORE PERGONAL MESSAGE TO THIg GHAPTER OF THANKg

| HAVE HAD 'THE PRIVILEGE OF DEING BORN. IN, JERUSALEM. THE GENTRE OF
THE WORLD AND THE, FOCUs -OF THE JEWISH.PEOPLE’g. YEARMINGS. -~ FOR THAT

| MUST" THANK MY FATHER'S ANCESTORS. WHO: BELONGED- TO THE COMMUNITY'

OF THOSETWHO LEFT gPAIN.AND CAME HERE'FROM TURKEY OVER THREE: CENTURIES
AGO. ANN' WHOSE OFFSPRING .HAVE NEVER LEFT THig COUNTRY §INCE. - AND |
MUST: THANK MY MOTHER!S FATHER. TO WHOM = FOUR GENERAT iONg AGO:

WHEN HE WAg RABDI OF. THE. CONGREGATIHN OF AZIMUR' IN MOROCCO - ‘ELIJAH
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- NREAMERg AND. FIGHTERg THE FIRgT PIONEERg AND FIGHTERg leCPlBEﬂ _ A
..CHARACTFR. CONgCINUgLY OR THnOUGH THE "FORCE OF CIRCUMOTANCEO. WE B

CTUNOT ONLY HAVE" TRANGFORMED THE MAP OF - THE COUNTRY ANN.GIVEN |IT A .NEW

IN QUALITY AND E TENT. |Ig FAR BEYOND WHAT ig CUOTOMARY IN  OTHER

"OF INGPIRAT1ON BY THEIR FORTITUNE ANN THEIR DEVOTION TO THE CAUgE

. THE ARAR POPULATION OF IgRAEL HAg ALg"? RFGlsTERED lMPREsolVE

DIFFICULT. WE ARE sTILL WRESTLING WITH QUEgTIONg OF ECONOMIC AND
'sOCIAL DIFFERENCEg. OF DELINOUENT YOUTH AND FAMILIE% IN NDIgTREgS

 FOR SUCCESS CANNOT RE ACHIEVED.IN .A-DAY AND WE CANNOT sOLVE ALL OUR

- 3'-

wf TIME. O HAVE FAITH IN ITéELF AND ESTABLISH 1Ts INDEPENDENT',
TATFo ’ " : , "

THE GREAT ACH\FVFMENTS OF THE qTATE °F ISRAEL NID NOT BEGIN WiTH g
ITs ESTABLISHMENT, THAT EVENT WAg PRECERED RY GENERATIONg OF i

GL“R!OUO PAGES IN OUR HigTORY. Ag EVERY NATION DEVELOPO ITg OWN

MUsT NEVELOP IN OURGELVES AND OUR CHILNREN. THE CAPACITY FOR: i
REMEMBRANCE ANN PARTNERgHIP WITH THE INTERNAL PEOPLE..IN ROTH - 4
NIMENS IONg. IN gPACE AND TiME. WE MUST DEVELOP THE ARILITY TO :
INDENTIFY OUROELVEO WITH THE GENERATIONO THAT HAVE GONE.. WITHOUT TEARING
OUT A gINGLE PAGE FROM OUR HIgTORY." AND A gENgE OF A COMMON FATE

WITH EVERY dEWIsH COMMUNITY THE WORLD OVER.

e

SINCE THE FIPST ZIONIST CONGhEg 80 YEARs AGO. OUR POPULATION IN
THig COUNTRY HAg GROWN A HUNDREDF“LD. WF HAVE -REVIVEN QUR ANCIENT
TONGUE. WITH ALL ;1Ts gTRATA. WE HAVE EgTABLISHED ADMIRABLE AND
EXEMPLARY FORMg OF sFTTLEMENT = THE KIBBUTZ AND THE MOgHAV.. WHICH
EMBONY COTH A sQCIAL IDEAL AND EXTRAORDINARY PRACTICAL . ACHIEVEMENTS<ii>
WE HAVE CREATEN A PEOPLErs ARMY. GREAT AND COURAGEQUs. PEACE=LOVING
AND VICTORIOUs IN WAR. IN INDUSTRY. gCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY WE HAVE
IMPREgS IVE ACHIEVEMENTS TO OUR CRENIT. -THE DEVELOPMENT TOWNS. FROM
KIRYAT gHMONAH TO EILAT. WHICH HAVE .KNOWN TRIALg AND TRIBULATIONgG.
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SIGNIFICANCE. BUT ARE BECOMING INTEGRATED IN THE FABRIC OF OUR
sOClETY AND_PRODUCING A YOUNG. CAPARLE LEADERSHIP. WE ‘HAVE ESTADL |SHED
A. RAMIFIEN ENUCATIONAL §YSTEM. STAFFED DY TEACHERS ‘DEVOTEN TO THEIR
WORK AND IMBUEN WITH THE GONSCIOUSNESS OF THEIR MlgsION. WE HAVE
ESTAPLISHED INgTITUTES: -OF -LEARN ING AND RESEARCH THAT HAVE WON- A.
WARLPWIPE REPUTATION' ANP HAVE BECOME A gPIRITUAL CENTRE OF JUDAISM
ANN A WORLD CENTRE OF JEWISH RELIGIOUS STUDY. WITH GROWING NUMBERS
OF 13 YESHIVOT.17  OUR ACTIVITY IN LITFPAIURE. CULTURE AND THE ARTS.
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COUNTPIFS WITH A POPULAT!OM OF olMILAR SIZE,
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THESFE ACHIFVEMENTO HAVE DEEN ATTAINFD WHILE PRFOEPVING QUR NEMOCRATIC
SYSTEM AND' DFquTE THE CRUEL AND RLOGDY WARsS THAT HAVE BEEN FORCEND
UPON Us FROM TIME TO TIME. AND WHICH HAVE INFL'ICTEN MANY- CASUALTIEg (‘J
THE THOUSANDq .OF DBEREAVED FAMILIES ARE NOT ONLY A WITNESS TO THE o
MAGM I TUDE OF THE SACRIFICE WE HAVE HAN TO MAKE. THEY. ARE ALSO A 5OURCE
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FOR WHICH THEIR NDEAR ONEg FELL. =
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ACHIEVEMENTg [N ENDUCATIAN.- AGRICULTURE AND g0CIAL WELFARE. Ag WELL Aq .2
A GROWING UTILIZATION OF MODERN TECHNOLOGY: WE MUST WORK
INTIRINGLY TO FOSTER FRIENDGHIP SETWEEN THEM AND THE REsT OF THE
POPULAT ION. _

WHILE OUR ACH!EVEMENT° ARE HEMARKAPLF. OUR PROQLEMS ARE NUMEROUS AND
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WE STILL HAVE DESOLATE STRETCHES OF LAND THAT AWAIT REDEMPT I ON: “WE
ARE gTILL TOO  DEPENDENT ON FORE LGN ECONOMIC AID. WE HAVE NOT YET
WELDED ALL THE TRIREg THAT .HAVE COME HERE FROM ONE HUNDRED AND

TWO COUNTRIES. SPEAKING EIGHTY-ONE N{FFERENT LANGUAGES. INTO ONE
NATION. THE PROCESs OF POSITIVE AND FRUITFUL CONSOLINATLON
CONTINUES -UNCEAS INGL Y. "THOUGH THE REQULTg ARE NOT ALWAYg ODV10Us.

PROBLEMs IN ONE HOUR. '77gHALL THE EARTH RE MADE TO BRING FORTH ON
ONE DAY?s1 ASKER ISAIAH. "1 710R GHALL A NATION BE DORN AT ONCE?!!
(CH 66, V.8) WE HAVE A GRADUAL. TEnlrUg AND TIRING PROCEgs AHEAD
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HE " JEWIgH PEOPLE TODAY - NHM'CHn SOME FOURTEEN AND A HALF
MiLLION gOULg. ONLY A LITTLE OVER TWENTY PERCENT OF THEM ARE IN
ISRAEL TODAY. THE CONCENTRATION OF THE MAJORITY OF  THE JEWIgH
PEOPLE IN 1Tg HISTORIC HOMELAND Jg IOTH VITAL FOR THE gURVIVAL
OF OUR PEOPLE AND THE RAIgON DJETRE OF THE gTATE OF ISRAEL.

NOT EVERYONE WHO WANTg TQ COME TO sLFTLb IN 1gRAEL CAN DO g0,
AND NOT EVERYONE WHO CAN - NDEg. "LATELY. WE HAVE HEARD. OF gOME
ALLEVIATION N THE POSITION OF THE JéWs IN gYRIA. |F THIg lg 'g50.
WE gHOULD EXPREss NUR APPRECHIATION. CUT THESE JEWg ARE sTlLL'
NENITEN THE MOgT BAgIC RIGHT. THE RIGHT TO LEAVE THAT COUNTRY.
ANN THERE MUST BE NO LET-UP [N THE oTRUGGLE FOR THAT RIGHT. WE
ARE GLAN OF THE FEW WHO HAVE . BEEN ENACLEN TO LEAVE THE gOVIET
UNTON.  BUT QUR NEMAND AND OUR gTRUGGLE FOR THE OPEN!NG OF

THE GATES MUST NOT 0GE WEAKENED FOh ‘AN INGTANT. NOR MugT WE
FALTER IN OUR EFFORTg ON REHALF 0OF THE IR FREENDOM TO DEVELOP
JEWISH CULTURAL ACTIVITY. ON THig MATTER WE MUST UTILIZE: ALL
THE POLITICAL 'AND INFORMAT IONAL RESOURCES OF THE JEWIgH PEOFLE.
WE HAVE A LONG gTRUGGLE AHEAD OF Usa RBUY IT 1g NOT A HOPELESS
ONE." WHICHEVER gINE TIREg FIRST WILL BE THE LOoER. WE
gHALL ASSUME_A HEAVY REGPONGIDILITY .IF WE ALLOW THIS QUESTION
-TO BE.NROPPEN FROM OUR AGENDA AND THE AGENDA OF THE WORLD.

IN THE OTHER PART OF THE WORLN. THE OPEN WORLD. WE FACE GRAVE .
PROBLFMg OF A NIFFERENT NATURE. COANFLICTING PROCEsgEg ARE TAKING
PLACE WITHIN 1T. ON THE ONE HANN., ORGANIZATtONg NUMPERING
MILLIONg OF MEMRERg HAVE JOINED THE ZI10ONIgT. MOVEMENT. AND
EXCELLENT EDUCATIONAL-AND CULTURAL: INgTITUTIONg HAVE BEEN
EgTARLIGHER. ON THE OTHER. ENTIRE gECTIONg OF THE JEWIgH PEQPLE
ARE FALLING AWAY Ag THE REQULT OF THE ALARMING GROWTH OF

ASS IMILATION., AN IMPORTANT PART OF THE LOgsEg CONglgTg OF
IBEALISTIC YOUTH WHO gEEK. AN EXALTED IDEAL. A GREAT CHALLENGE T0
WHICH THEY CAN NENICATE THEIR SRIRITUAL POWERg AND THUg FIND
EXPREgSION FOR THEIR WILL TO FREE AND VOLUNTARY ACTION.

(] AM NOT gURE THAT WE ARE FAMILIAR WITH THE gPIRITUAL WORLD OF
THESE YOUNG PEOPLE. THEIR IDEALg AND YEARNINGS. DUT IT' gEEMg
ODVIOUs TN ME THAT WE gHOULD NOF TRY TO ATTRAGT THEM WITH
MATERIAL INDUCEMENTg. WE MUST CONFRONT THEM ON THE gPIRITUAL
LEVEL. WE MUST FIND A WAY TO REVEAL TO THEM THE ETERNAL '
VALUEs OF dunAaoM AND 1Ts GREAT HERITAGE. TO AWAKEN WITHIN THEM
A SENSE 0OF A COMMON H|sTORIC NESTINY. TO CONFRONT THEM WITH :
CHALLENGES THAT WILL WIN THEIR HEARYg ANN ENAQRLE THEM TO o
REALIZE DBOTH PERgONAL AND NATIONAL GCALS: * THE NEVELOPMENT OF
THE NESERT. PIONEERING NARING IN ALL FIELNg OF ACTIVITY. -
PARTICIPATION IN THE CREATION OF A gOCIETY OF QUALITY LIVING nN T
THE FRUITS OF {Tg LANOURS. THE UNIFICATION OF THE NATION - -

AND THE ENHANCEMENT OF 1Tg CULTURAL. SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNOLOGICAL
STANDARNG. Ag ‘WELL Ag OTHER gURJECTS THAT WILL FIT IN WITH |
THEIR INNER NEEDO. THE JEWISH PEOPLE |s UNDERGOING AN ACCELERATEN
gNCIOLOGICAL PHOCESS THAT " |5 TRANsFﬂnMING IT MORE AND MORE |

INTO A UNIVERS ITY=TRAINEDS FOPULATTON, *WE MUST EXERT' OUR MINDg

TO FIND NEW ROAN TO THIg PEOPLE. THE_OLD MFTHODo HAVE LOgT
NIRECTION AND WILL NOT 'nA ANY LONGER ]

w3, .
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MR qPEAKER.

THEODOPE HERZL. THE FOUNDER OF ZIONIgM, FOUNDED Hlg TEACHINGg ON
NISTRESS. THE FORCE OF REPULSION. THAT WOULD BRING THE JEWIgH
MASSES TO THE PROMIGEDN LAND. THIg FORCE OF REPULSION 1g NOT WITHIN i
OUR CONTROL. AND WE MUST NOT HOPE FOR IT. GUT THE FORCE OF {
ATTKACTION DEPENNG ON NURGELVEg. IN g0 FAR Ag WE gUCCEED IN .
RUILNING A OOCOETY THAT WlLL ATTRACT THE JEWo FROM THE FREE ;.
LANﬂs. WHO ARE NOT DRIVEN DY THE FORCE OF REPULS 1ON. y ' '
“ . CONTO LI )
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LNETY IR RITD
PRESIDENT OF ISRAEL

Inaugural Address by President Yitzhak Navon in.the Knesset
29. May 1978 -

Mr. Speaker, Members of the Knesset, my dear Professor Katzir,
P
I stand before you today with profound appreciation, great
trepidation and a heartfelt prayer: appreciation of the trust .

|
you have placed in me; trepidation because of the onerous \
character of the office you have imposed on me; and a prafer

|

that no offence may be caused by any action of mine.

‘ In choosing.me you have crossed the bounds between Government

} ‘ and Opposition, between parties and communities. From this moment

| onward, I see myself as representing all the coﬁponents of our
varicoloured -political, social and religious fabric, including those
who for reasons that I can well'understand, did not find it possible
at the time to support my candidature but added their good wishes at

a later stage. To all the Members of the Knesset I offer my

sincerest gratitude.
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Permit me to convey from this rostrum, on behalf of my wife
and my family, as well as myself, our sincere gratitude to all
those citizens, whether personally known to us or not, Jews,
Muslims, Christians and Druse, who have shoﬁn us such. generous
affection,.showered us with their blessings, and set before us

so wide a range of wishes and hopes.

Some of them express their confidence that from now on all
social differences will be wiped out, others are.certain that

peace will come, and there are those who expect a speedy remedy

for all our ills. A variety of wishes and suppressed longings - .
all the feelings and desires that our people have cherished
throughout the years - have flowed towards us in the ekpectation

of speedy realization.

I share their yearnings and am apprehensive at their
expectations. I can only an that, with help from Above, I will

‘ do all that can be done by a president of Israel, in love and

awe, and I hope that He who gives men knowledge will give us the

perception to distinguish between the desirable and the possible.

Permit me- to add one more personal message to this chapter

of thanks; I have had the privilege of being born in Jerusalem,

ce .3/



the traditional centre of the world, the'focus of the Jewish

peoplé's yearnings. For this priviiege I must thank my
Father's ancestors, who were among those who left Spain and
came here from Tﬁrkey over.tﬁree centuries ago, and whose .
descendants never left this country since. 'Furthérmore, I
must thank my Mother's father, to whom, four generations ago,
when he was Rabbi of the Congregation of Azimur in Morocco, |
Elijah the Pr;phet appéared in a dream and said: "How long
do you intend to d&ell here in comfort while Jerﬁsalem is in
distress?" And it did not take him long'to pack up his books
and'his chattels, to take his wife and his little daughter,
who became my mofher, and come to make his permanent home in
Jerusalem. | |

These Jews among whom I grew up had a character all tﬁeir
own: they were mofe learned in legendary iore than in the
letter of the law. They were familiar with worksAof ethics,
poetry and feeling, and they were truly disciples of the House
of Hillei. For them, it waslimpoftant to earn an honest liveli-
hood, as well as to be pious. And they took heed that there
should be no spot on their garments. They would rather put
their lives at stake than resort to charity. And while they

did not fo;go whatever this world might offer, they never ceased

.o d/




to cherish in their hearts the dream of the coming of the Messiah.

Members of the Knesset, three of my predecessors in this
office are no longer with us, and we wi}l cherish their memory in
~gratitude for their achievements. Chaim Weizmann, Izhak Ben-Zvi“:
and Zalman Shazar, of blessed memory, have left their imprint on

the office of the Presidency and their mark among the people,
each according to his experience, his inclinations and his
character. Some of their activities were meant to meet the needs
of a particular time; others stiil benefit and enrich our lives,

still continue to develop and deserve every encouragement,

The fourth President, Professor Ephraim Katzir, has now given
up his office of his own free will and, enriched by experie@ée; is
returning to his previous sphere of activity, the world of research
and science. I have come to know some of the important activities.
he has carried out in recent years, and I intend to go on with them,
in consultation with him. He engaged in these activities with
devotion and unpretentious perseverance, and they are not all

sufficiently known to the puBlic at large.

I express appreciation and gratitude to him for his fruitful

labours and the advice he has been good enough to give me. I hope
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that he and his wife will have manh long years of creative work

and satisfaction.

On this occasion, I should like to send special greetings
to Mrs. Rachel Yana'it Ben-Zvi. I hope, for our own sake, as
well as hers, that we may See her among us for mény long years
to come as a source of inspiration and a living example of

pioneering service, fortitude and loyalty to.ideals.

Mr. Speaker, this ceremony takes place at Israel's 30th
year. From time to time we must rise above the limits of our .
personal experience, the limits of time and place, and con-
templaté the era in which we live with a certain measure of
detachment in order to evaluate its full significance. Never
has any generation in oﬁr history moved between two such
strikingly opposite poles; the appalling Holocaust, on the
one hand, and the renewal of our independence on the other.

A people needs tremendous moral and spirituallpowers to carry
its wounds in its heart and, at the same time, to have faith

in itself and establish its independent State.
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The great achievements of the State of Israel did not begin
with its establishment. That event was preceded by generations
of dreamers and fighters. Those first pioneers and fighters
inscribed glorious pages iﬁ our history. As every nation
develops its own character, consciously or throﬁgh the force of
circﬁmstances, we must develop in ourselves and our children the
capacity for remembrance and participation in the eternal people,
. universal in space and eternal in time. We must develop the
ability to identify ourselves with the generations that have gone,
without tearing out é single page from our history; we must share
the sensevof a common fate with every Jewish communify the world

over.

Since the First Zionist Congress, 80 years ago, our population
in_this country has grown a hundredfold. We have revived our
ancient tongue, with all its strata. We have established admirable
and exemplary forms of settlement - the kibbutz and the moshav,
which embody both a social ideal aﬂd remarkable practical
achievements. We have created a people's army, great and courageous,
peace-loying'aﬁ&“victorious'in war. In industry, science and
technolpéy we have impressive achievements to our credit. The
‘development towns, from Kiryat Shmonah to Eilat, which have known
trials and tribulations, ﬁot only have transformed the map of tﬁe

country but are becoming integrated into the fabric of our society
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and producing a young, capable leadership. We have established a
ramified educational system, staffed by teaéhers devoted to their
work and imbued with consciousness of their mission. We have
established institutes of learning and research that have won a
worldwide reputation; we have become a cultural centre of

Judaism and a world centre of Jewish religious study, with growing
numbers of "yeshivot'". Our activity in literature, culture and the
arts, in quality and extent, is far beyond what is customary in

other countries with a population of similar size.

These achievements have been attained while preserving our
democratic system and'despité the cruel aﬁd bloody wars which have
repeatedly been forced upon us and which have inflicted many
casualfies. The thousands of bereaved families are not only a
witness to the magnitude of the s;crifice we have had to make;
they are also a source of inspiration in their fortitude and‘their

-

devotion to the cause for which their dear ones fell.

The Arab popuiation of Israel has also registered impressive
achievements in education, agriculture and social welfare, as well
~as a growing utilization of modern technology. . It is for us to
work untiringly to foster friendship between them and the rest of
the population and to remove the'obstacles that stand in the way of
~good relations.
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While our achievements are notable, our problems are numerous
and difficult. . We are still wrestling with questions of economic
and social differences, of delinquent youth and families in distress.
We still have desolate stretches of land that must be made fertile.
We are still too dependent.on foreign economic aid. We have not yet ‘
welded into one nation all the tribes that have come here from one
hundred and two countries, speaking eighty-one different languages.
The process of positive and fruitful consolidation continues-

-t

uncessingly, though the results are not always obvious./’Sﬁccess
' ' {

cannot be achieved in a day, and we cannot solve all our problems in

one hour. 'Shall the earth be made to bring forth on one day?'" asked

Isaiah, "or shall a nation be born at once?" (Ch. 66 v. 8). We have

a gradual, tedious and tiring process ahead of us, without glamour or
_glitter. That is how great things are achieved, and there are no

~great days that are not preceded by years of little deeds.

Without minimizing the importance of any subject, I see before
us three central and momentous problems: peace and our relations with
the Arab world; aliya and the bonds between ourselves and world Jewry;

and, third, the moral and cultural level of our society and the quality .

of life in our country.
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Members of the Knesset, our people's yearning for peace
requires no proof. I do not know of a single party in Israel
that does not long for peace with all its heart, nor do I know
of any Government in Isfael, whether in the past or the present,
which was not prepared, or is not prepared today, to make
sacrifices to achieve it. The differences of opinion, in the
past and the present, have been concerned with the road to peace

and the extent of the risks we may take to attain it.

—

For mahy years the Governments of Israel néver wearied of
stretching out their hands fo¥ peace, and thé visit to Jerusalem
of President Sadat of Egypt was, therefore, an important step of
special significance. The enthusiastic welcome the people of
" Israel gave him demonstrated to him and the world how great is our
longing for peace. The warm receptionggiven him by the Egyptian.
people on his return home showed that the emotional hostility
which existed previously, may be dissipated and replaced by a
different system of emotions, nourished on the one hand by the
real needs of the present and, on the other, by the hope for a

~glorious future common to all the people of this region.
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There is no foundation for the charge that Israelsdid not
reciprocate this s£ep by the President of Egypt. The Government
proposed a peace flan, involving serious conceséions and risks.'
This deserves greater recognition in Egypt, .as well as in world
public opinion. There was no justification for the interruption
of the negotiations, and there is nothing to prevent their |

continuance.

I call upon the President of Egypt to renew the negotiationms.
The length of road that we still have to traverse is shorter than

the road we have already passed. Too many hopes have been planted

in the hearts of both our peoples for us to disappoint them.

I turn, too, to the other leaders of neighbouring countries

to join in a supreme effort to reach a peace settlement.

What has happened'in this generation between ourselves and our
neighbours is indeed an open wound, and our relationships are
charged with deep emotions, but the time has come for the great

reconciliation between our peoples. All parties need it. The

whole world needs it. ‘And reconciliation is possible, if everyone
realizes that no side can achieve all its aims; 1if everyone

recognizes that, while confrontation is founded on the hope of
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victory for one side, peace is founded on the desire for mutual

consideration and understanding.

When the sons of Shem decide to hold out their hands to one
another and to obliterate the bitter chapters in their history,
they will inscribe glorious pages oflprogress and prosperity in

our region to the astonishment of all the world.

_ Members of the Knesset, the Jewish people today numbers some
fourteen and a half million souls. Only a little over twenty percenf

of them are in Israel today. The concentration of the majority of ‘

the Jewish people in its historic homeiand is vital for the sur&ival
of our people and it is indeed tﬁe raison d'etie of the State of
Israel. Not everyone who wishes to come to settle in Israel can do
so, and not everyone who can -vdoes.' Lately we have heard of some
alleviation in the position of the Jews in Syria. If this is so, wé
should express our appreciation. But these Jews are still denied the
most basic right, the right to leave that country. _And there must be
no let-up in the struggle for‘that'right. We are happy that a

. limited'number have been enabled tb leave the Soviet Union, but our
demand and our struggle for the opening of the gates must not be .

weakened for an instant, nor must we falter in our efforts on behalf

of their freedom to develop their Jewish cultural life. On this matter
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and cultural institutions have been established. On the other, entire .

we must utiiize'all the political and informational resources of the
Jewish people. We have a 19ng~struggle ahead of us, but it is not a
hopeless one. WhicheQer'side tires first will Be the loser. We shall
assume a heavy reéponsibility if Qé éllow this question to be dropped

from our agenda and the agenda of the world.

In the other part of the world, the open world, we face grave
problems of a different nature. Conflicting processes are taking
place within it. On the one hand, organizations numbering millions

of members have joined the Zionist movement, and excellent educational

sections of the Jewiéh people are falling away és the result of the
alarming growth'bf assimilation. An important part of the losses
consists of idealistic youth who seek an exalted ideal, a great
challenge to which they can dedicate their spiritual powers and thus

find expression for their will to free and voluntary action.

I am not sure that we are familiar with the spiritual world of
these.young people, their ideals and yearnings, but it seems obvious
to me that we should not try to attract them with material inducements.
We must confront them on the spiritual level. We must find a wéy to .
reveal to them the eternal values of Judaism and its great heritage,

to awaken within them a sense of a common historic destiny, to confront

them with challenges that will win their hearts and enable them to
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realize both ﬁersonal and national goals: the developmen;.of the"
desert; pioneering courage'in a;l fields of actiQity; participation

in the Freation of an admirable socie;y living on the fruits of its
labours;' unification of the nation and the enhancement of its cultural,
scientific and technoipgical standards, as well, perhaps, as other
subjecﬁs attuned to théir inner needs. The Jewish peopls i; undergoing
an accelerated socioloéical‘process that is transforming it moré and more
into a university-traiﬁed population. We must exert our minds to find
new roads to thisznew type of population. ‘The old methods have lost

direction and will not do any longer..

Mr. Speaker, Theodore Herzl; the founder of Zionism, founded his
teachings on distress, the force of repulsion, that would bring the

Jewish masses to the promised land. This force of repulsion is not

within our control, and we must not hope for it. But the force of

attraction depends on ourseives, on our success in building a society
that will attract Jews from the free lands, who are not driven by the

force of repulsion.

My master and teacher, David Ben-Gurion, the builder of Israel's
independencé, often spoke of the duty.that Tests upon us to be an
exemplary society, a model people, a light to the gentiles. This was
not only a wish on his part to see the realization of the prophetic

vision, but the sober perception of a great visionary, whose feet'
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stood firm on the soil of réality. Our society, as he saw it, must
be the bearer of moral, social and humanitarian values., Only if
that is how we behave will Jewish youth want to comé here, and will
we get the support of the civilized world and be able to confront
our enemies in time of trial. The viéion of a model society, there-
fore,.is no mere uyopian wish, but an essential condition for our .

life today.

We have not been blessed with plentiful natural resources. We

have one precious treasure: it is our human resources, the individual

man. And this individual may be any one of the citiznes of Israei.

//// ‘Man has many faces. He is like clay in his own hands. He can

] !

/
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be materialistic, demanding, aggressive, but he can also be inspiring,
a giver, a lover of his fellowfmen. And the lever that swings the
soul of man from one side to the other is that abstract, intangible
thing called visioﬁ. Where there is no vision people run wild.

Many countries have experienced this phenomenon and suffer from

violence and crime.

Such maq?festations have also manifested themselves increasiﬁgly'
in our society. For thirty years we have been engaged in building

the State of Israel; from now on we must concentrate on building the
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nation. In the nature of things,'we have been mainly concerned up

to now with quantity; now we must deal with quality. We must
create such patterns of behaviouriin our everyday lives that .a man
will not be regarded as impractical if he is careful about quiet,
cleanliness, courtesy, respect for'public property and the rights
of the individual; if he makes demands upon himself and not on the
State, and if he undertakes to ao voluntary service even without

being asked to do so.

. We must found our society on the best Jewish humanist
traditions, nourished by the Jewish heritlage' but not closed to the .

finest -universal values.

Members of the Knesset, many generations look down upon us and
our deeds - Jews who sacrificed their lives for the sanctity of the
Divine Namé; those who suffered in the darkness of the ghettoes and
those in the Mellahs; Jews who were ;onsumed in the furnaces, their
hearts fluttering between despair and ﬁope; fighters who gave their

lives for what is precious to all of us.

We must be deserving of them. We must renew ourselves, and gird .

all our.spiritual powers so that ours may be a model country, a source
of pride, for the sake of their memory and for the generations to come.

It is in our power to do this.

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a right spirit in me.
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