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The Education System in Israel

The Compulsory Education Law

The Compulsory Education Law (1949/5709) also called the Compulsory 
Attendance Law stipulates that every child in Israel is required to attend 
school. Today, compulsory education applies to children and adolescents who 
are aged 3 to 17 at the beginning of the academic year. In some exceptional 
cases an exemption can be obtained (for example, for homeschooling).

According to the provisions of the law, the State provides free education to 
students studying in state institutions from compulsory school age to the end 
of Grade 12.

Education up to the Age of 3

Education is not compulsory for children up to 3 years old. However there 
are day care centers (meonot) and nurseries (mishpachtonim) which are 
state supervised and involve fees. Registration is done on the website of 
the Ministry of Economy and Industry – Labor Branch. There are also private 
childcare facilities.

Currents in the Education System in Israel 

The education system in Israel is divided into three main currents: state 
education, religious state education and ultra-orthodox education.

• State education (mamlachti): In the state education system the core 
curriculum is compulsory – i.e. the Ministry of Education imposes the 
teaching of all fundamental subjects. In addition to the compulsory subjects, 
schools also offer majors in various fields such as science and art.

• Religious state education (mamlachti dati): In religious state schools, the 
core curriculum is also obligatory. In addition, studies of Judaism in these 
schools must represent 40% of the total teaching hours allocated by the 
Ministry of Education.

• Ultra-orthodox education (charedi): This system put an emphasis 
on studies of Judaism and the core curriculum in these schools is not 
compulsory. 

The state education system also includes integrated state education 
(chinuch mamlachti meshalev) which is characterized by the integration 
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of enhanced studies of Judaism into the curriculum and an emphasis on 
the study of Jewish identity. In these schools, students belonging to a 
wide spectrum of currents study together: secular, religious, traditionalist, 
conservative and reformed.

Additional educational approaches: Over the past decades, a number of 
unique educational approaches have developed in Israel, differing from 
mainstream approaches. These include Democratic schools, Montessori 
schools, Natural kindergartens, the Waldorf method schools (or the 
anthroposophy method) and more (some of them are state schools and some 
of them are private schools).

Parents have the right to choose the educational institution they prefer for 
their children (subject to the school admission requirements). In general, a 
child will be enrolled in a school in his area of residence.

School Structures

School structures are separate for each age group:

 – Kindergarten (Gan Yeladim) – for preschoolers of age 3-6 

 – Elementary School (Bet Sefer Yesodi) – Grades 1-6 – for ages 6 to 12 

 – Middle School (Chativat Benayim) – Grades 7-9 – for ages 12 to 15 

 – High School (Chativa Elyona or Tichon) – Grades 9-12 – for ages 15 to 18 

Some schools have a different structure, for example elementary school may 
include grades 1 to 8.

School Registration

School Registration for Kindergarten and Elementary School

Registration for kindergarten and elementary school is done through the local 
authority, according to the area of residence of the child. During the registration 
period, the Education Department of the local authority opens registration 
offices whose location and working hours are notified in local newspapers, on 
the website of the local authority or in messages sent to parents. 

At the time of registration, parents are required to present one of the parents’ 
ID card (teudat zeut) including the appendix (sefach) in which the child is 
registered (if there is no ID card, any other ID document may be presented), 
one document indicating the parents’ address (such as a local tax bill or a 
rental contract) and any other documents upon request.
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Note: Today, in most local authorities, school registration can be processed 
online on the secure website of local authorities called "Rashut Zmina": 
https://www.cityedu.co.il/

Registration for Secondary Schools

Registration for secondary schools is done through the local authority or 
directly at the school – according to the authority’s instructions. Parents are 
required to present one of the parents’ ID card (teudat zeut) including the 
appendix (sefach) in which the child is registered (if there is no ID card, any 
other ID document may be presented), a passport photo, a school transcript 
from the previous year and any other documents upon request.

Note: Make sure that you register your children for the requested school 
according to the rules and during the designated registration period. 
Otherwise, the Education Department of the local authority will 
determine the school in which your child will study. 

Information on the registration procedures is available on the website of the 
Ministry of Education at the following addresses:

https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/kindergarten/
registration

https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/school/registration/
primary-school

https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/school/registration/
post-primary-school

School Schedule

Academic year for state schools and religious state schools generally begins 
on the first of September and ends at the end of June. In independent schools, 
the start and end dates of academic year may be different. Details about 
academic year can be obtained directly from the schools. Jewish schools 
are closed during all Jewish holidays, including Chol Hamoed Pesach, Chol 
Hamoed Sukkot, Chanuka, Purim and Independence Day (Yom Haatzmaut).

During the holidays, day camps (kaytanot) are available, they are optional – 
see below.

https://www.cityedu.co.il/
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/kindergarten/registration
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/kindergarten/registration
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/school/registration/primary-school
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/school/registration/primary-school
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/school/registration/post-primary-school
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/school/registration/post-primary-school
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School usually starts around 7:30-8:00 a.m. Kindergartens and lower grades 
end around 1:00-2:00 p.m. During the afternoon hours children can stay in 
an afternoon care center (tsoaron). They take place either inside or outside of 
the school. In these afternoon programs the children do various activities and 
have lunch. The activities begin after regular school hours and end around 
4:00 p.m. These programs involve fees, parents can benefit from subsidies.

Day Camps (Kaytanot) 

During the summer holiday (July-August) as well as Chanuka, Sukkot and 
Pesach, day camps (kaytanot) are available. Some day camps are run by state 
bodies (schools, kindergartens), others are run by private ones. Day camps 
involve fees. In some cases, parents can benefit from subsidies.

The camps include various activities such as day trips, workshops, sports 
activities, visits to attraction places and leisure sites, and more 

School Fees

As mentioned above, according to the Compulsory Education Law, there are 
no tuition fees for students who are subject to the law. However, parents are 
required to pay for additional services. Some payments are mandatory, others 
are optional. Mandatory payments include personal accident insurance. 
Optional payments include cultural activities, school trips, extra hours study 
program (Talan), etc. Parents are also required to purchase textbooks for their 
children.

Families who have difficulty financing these expenses may be eligible for 
scholarships.

Olim students are entitled to financial assistance for these services – see 
below.

Information on school fees can be found on the website of the Ministry of 
Education at the following address: 
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/school/registration/
payments

Shefi – the Psychological Counseling Service

Schools offer a psychological counseling service (Shefi), under the auspices 
of the Ministry of Education. The role of Shefi is to provide psychological 
and educational counseling services to students, parents, and school team. 
Referrals are through the school.

https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/school/registration/payments
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/school/registration/payments
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Assistance to Olim Students

New olim and returning resident students may be eligible for financial 
assistance, academic support and adjustments to matriculation exams.

Note: Each type of aid is subject to specific eligibility conditions and 
period. In addition, the conditions for benefiting from assistance and the 
scope of aid may be different if returning resident students or new olim 
students are concerned.

Information on assistance is published in the Ministry of Education General 
Manager Circular (known as "Chozer Mankal") at the start of each academic 
year. 

Link to the website of the database of the General Manager circulars: 
https://apps.education.gov.il/Mankal/Default.aspx

Information on the circular relating to assistance can be found in the tab: 
"Absorption and integration of olim students and returning resident students".

Below is the list of the types of assistance:

Financial Assistance

Participation in Education Expenses

New olim students may be eligible for assistance in financing part of the 
education expenses. This aid is intended for the purchase of textbooks, 
cultural activities (sal tarbut), trips, etc. The payments are transferred to the 
students’ schools through the local authorities.

School principals are responsible for notifying parents that they have received 
assistance from the Ministry of Education and ensuring that such assistance 
will be used for the intended purposes.

The amount of the aid depends on the student’s age group, his duration of 
stay in Israel and his country of origin.

For information on the latest updates on the eligibility conditions for this aid, 
visit the website of the Ministry of Education:

https://mosdot.education.gov.il/students/immigrants/absorption_basket

https://apps.education.gov.il/Mankal/Default.aspx
https://mosdot.education.gov.il/students/immigrants/absorption_basket
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Study Grant from the National Insurance Institute
(for every Israeli citizen) 

The National Insurance Institute (Bituach Leumi) assists in giving a study 
grant to single-parent families as well as to families with four or more 
children, who receive one of the following allowances: disability allowance, 
income support allowance (havtachat hachnasa) subsistence allowance, 
allowance for senior citizens, allowance for widow/widower and orphan. 
Additional beneficiaries from the study grant: individuals whose income 
is separately assessed from their spouse and receive a personal income 
support allowance; new olim who have been in Israel for more than one year 
and less than two years and whose spouse has neither immigrated to nor 
reside in Israel; a person who has custody of a new ole child whose parents 
have not immigrated to Israel, and other cases.

For more information on eligibility conditions, contact the Bituach Leumi. 

The study grant is allocated to children aged 6 to 18 and it is transferred to the 
same bank account as for child allowance. For more details, visit the website 
of the Bituach Leumi:
https ://www.bt l .gov. i l /benef i ts/chi ldren/%D7%9E%D7%A2%D7% 
A0%D7%A7%20%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D/
Pages/default.aspx

Academic Support at School

Hebrew Tutoring Hours for New Olim Students

New olim students are entitled to Hebrew language tutoring hours at school 
when Hebrew is not their mother tongue. The number of hours granted to a 
student depends on the number of years he spent in Israel and the number 
of other new olim enrolled in the same school. In any case, the student will 
benefit from at least 6 weekly Hebrew tutoring hours. Returning residents 
may also benefit from Hebrew tutoring hours. 

Academic Support Programs

The Ministry of Education has implemented various academic support 
programs in cooperation with the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration and some 
other agencies.

Below are examples of these programs:

• Yael (Hebrew initials of "Olim Children Learn") – a program designated 
for olim and returning residents studying in elementary schools (grades 

https://www.btl.gov.il/benefits/children/%D7%9E%D7%A2%D7%A0%D7%A7%20%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.btl.gov.il/benefits/children/%D7%9E%D7%A2%D7%A0%D7%A7%20%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.btl.gov.il/benefits/children/%D7%9E%D7%A2%D7%A0%D7%A7%20%D7%9C%D7%99%D7%9E%D7%95%D7%93%D7%99%D7%9D/Pages/default.aspx
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1-6). The purpose of the program is to improve and extend the students’ 
language skills, promote their scholastic achievements and fill their gaps 
in the various subjects. The program takes place at school 3 times a week 
after regular school hours. Each meeting lasts approximately 2 hours - in 
total 6 weekly hours.

• Peleh (Hebrew initials of "Other Educational Activities") – program 
designated for olim and returning residents studying in secondary schools. 
The purpose of this program is to promote olim students’ scholastic 
achievements by providing equal opportunity, reducing academic gaps, 
increasing the rate of eligibility for a high-quality matriculation certificate, 
and enhancing personal and social empowerment. The program takes 
place at school after regular school hours, and includes 9 weekly hours – 
including 7 hours of academic classes and 2 hours of social activities.

Information on the current programs is available in the Ministry of Education 
General Manager Circular: "Integration and Absorption of Olim and Returning 
Resident Students into the School System", at the address:
https://apps.education.gov.il/Mankal/Default.aspx

Details are also on the Parent Portal of the website of the Ministry of Education 
at the address:
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/studies/programs? 
fireglass_rsn=true#fireglass_params&tabid=a3fdebee617df40b&ap
plication_server_address=tie1.fg.gov.il&popup=true&is_right_side_
popup=false&start_with_session_counter=1

Adjustments to Matriculation Exams 

New olim and returning resident students are requested to take matriculation 
exams like any other students in the Israeli education system. 

However, the Ministry of Education granted them special adjustments 
("atamot”) to matriculation exams to help them integrate into the Israeli 
society, considering their academic difficulties and the language gap. There 
are 3 levels of adjustments, but in brief the higher the student’s grade 
(school-age) is when he arrives in Israel, the more extensive the adjustments 
will be. 

Eligibility for exam adjustments is up to 10 years from the date of aliyah or 
until the age of 23 (whichever is later). Olim from Ethiopia can benefit from 
adjustments up to 12 years from their date of aliyah or until the age of 25 
(whichever is later).

https://apps.education.gov.il/Mankal/Default.aspx
https://apps.education.gov.il/Mankal/horaa.aspx?siduri=83
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Adjustments to matriculation examinations according to the Ministry of 
Education General Manager Circular are as follows:

1. Special olim questionnaire 

2. Reading of the questionnaire by a reader

3. Translation of exam questions

4. Extra time

5. Bonus points added to the final grade

6. Use of a bilingual dictionary

7. Oral exams

8. No penalties for spelling mistakes

Some adjustments may be combined, others may not. 

For information on the adjustments, contact the person in charge of olim at 
the student’s school.

Note: Exam adjustments are subject to change. The updates are available 
on the website of the Ministry of Education 

The adjustments for olim students to the matriculation exams are listed in 
the Ministry of Education General Manager Circular in the tab: "The National 
Program for Meaningful Learning – Upper Division: Rights of Immigrant 
Students Taking the Matriculation Exams" at the address:
https://apps.education.gov.il/Mankal/horaa.aspx?siduri=83

More information is available on the Student Portal of the Ministry of 
Education:
https://students.education.gov.il/matriculation-exams/adjustments-for-olim

https://apps.education.gov.il/Mankal/horaa.aspx?siduri=83
https://students.education.gov.il/matriculation-exams/adjustments-for-olim
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Non-Formal Education

Non-formal education includes educational activity which is carried on 
outside of the framework of the formal school system. It usually occurs 
outside of school but sometimes it occurs at school.

Non-formal education at school includes social activities, field activities 
(Shelah), enrichment classes, student council, philanthropic activities, recess 
activities, trips and many more.

Non-formal education outside of school includes youth movements and 
organizations, youth centers, young supervisors program, summer camps, 
extracurricular activities, enrichment classes, etc.

The Ministry of Education has a dedicated unit responsible for non-formal 
education – the Society and Youth Unit (Minhal Chevra VeNoar). This unit 
initiates programs and supervises a variety of activities inside and outside of 
school. On the website of the unit you can find detailed information on non-
formal education in Israel: https://edu.gov.il/noar/minhal/Pages/hp.aspx

Local authorities are responsible for managing non-formal education 
programs outside of schools. There are also other bodies which manage these 
programs: ministries, associations, olim organizations, etc. One of the places 
where you can find diverse activities next to your area of residence is the 
matnas (community center). 

Community Centers (Matnasim)  

In many localities in Israel there are community centers known as "matnasim" 
(Hebrew initials of "Culture, Youth and Sports Centers"). Community centers 
offer sociocultural leisure activities for children, teenagers and adults. Many 
community centers have a library, a gym, a swimming pool, etc.

Among the community centers services: day care and afternoon care centers, 
summer camps, learning centers, enrichment classes and extracurricular 
activities, cultural and sports events, tours and trips, and more.

Community Centers located in areas with large concentrations of new olim 
often have special activities designated for them.

Please note: Most community-center activities involve fees. However, each 
community center has a special committee in charge of granting discounts to 
eligible people.

For details on the community centers activities, contact the nearest 
community center to your home or contact the local authority.

https://edu.gov.il/noar/minhal/Pages/hp.aspx
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Phone number of the Israel Association of Community Centers: 073-2870100.

Website address of the Israel Association of Community Centers:
https://www.matnasim.org.il/

Non-formal Educational Activities

Extracurricular activities occur at school, in community centers and in other 
settings. Below are some examples of these activities.

Scientific activities and enrichment classes 

There are enrichment classes which expand the students’ horizons in a wide 
variety of subjects: languages, sciences, electronics and more. 

Science-Oriented Youth

Science-Oriented Youth is an institute that offers scientific enrichment 
activities for children and teenagers. The center has many programs and 
projects throughout the country: summer camps, academic courses, 
extracurricular activities, workshops, seminars and more.

Phone number of the Institute: 02-6585346

Website of the Institute: https://nsmada.huji.ac.il/

Online studies

Today, free courses are offered online. These courses cover the most diverse 
subjects – some are academic and complement the school curriculum, 
others are enrichment courses which are not part of the school curriculum. 
The courses are offered on various websites, including "Hamakpetza" of the 
Ministry of Education: https://homework.lnet.org.il/, and "Campus IL" of the 
Israeli government in cooperation with other bodies: https://campus.gov.il/.

Matach – The Center for Educational Technology

The Center for Educational Technology runs a website for educational 
activities. Website address: https://ebag.cet.ac.il/

Art activities

There are extracurricular activities and workshops in all fields of art: visual 
arts, music, theater and more. Besides art classes in schools and community 
centers, art activities are also offered in museums.

https://www.matnasim.org.il/
https://nsmada.huji.ac.il/
https://homework.lnet.org.il/
https://campus.gov.il/
https://ebag.cet.ac.il/
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Sports activities

There are various sports classes: acrobatic gymnastics, aerobics, martial arts, 
soccer, basketball, dance, swimming and more. In many places you can find a 
swimming pool and a gym. Young people interested in sports can join sports 
clubs.

Social activities

Youth Movements

Youth movements are of great importance in Israeli society, they educate for 
social involvement and help within the community. Youth movements are a 
natural framework for creating social ties and integrating into Israeli society. 
They provide young people with a vast platform to experience various activities 
which get them acquainted with the movement ideology, the community in 
which they work and their teammates. 

Youth movement activities include social and educational activities, field 
trips, camping, volunteering in the community and more.

There are about 10 youth movements in Israel, and each has branches 
throughout the country. To join a youth movement, contact the youth 
movement center in your area of residence or visit its website.

Information on youth movements is available on the website of the Council of 
Youth Movements ("Matan"): www.tni.org.il or on the website of each movement. 

Volunteering

Volunteering is a wonderful way to give to others as well as to yourself. You 
can volunteer in the community, in associations for the sick and needy, in 
hospitals and more. You can also choose to help new olim.

Nature and trips activities

Nature and hiking activities are offered by community centers, museums, 
zoos and more. 

The Society for the Protection of Nature 

The Society for the Protection of Nature deals with the protection of nature, 
landscape and archaeological sites of Israel, the protection of the fauna and 
flora, the protection and the improvement of the environment in Israel, as 
well as the development of research and educational means to achieve these 
goals. The society also offers a wide selection of nature classes and field trips. 

Website address of the Society for the Protection of Nature: www.teva.org.il

http://www.tni.org.il
http://www.teva.org.il
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Contact the Ministry of Education

On the website of the Ministry of Education there is a lot of information about 
the education system as well as the possibility of carrying out actions. 

Website address: https://edu.gov.il

The Service Centers of the Ministry of Education

The Ministry of Education provides telephone information and assistance 
centres. These centers offer the following services:

• Information service

• Psychological support for parents and students

• Public Inquiries

• Service for sick students studying at home.

• Technical assistance

The main phone number of these centers is: *6552, 073-3983960

To get to the requested service, dial the extension number according to the 
menu in the call router.

The email addresses are:

info@education.gov.il for information and inquiries

tluna@education.gov.il for public complaints 

Fax: 073-3931601

Address: 2 Rehov Dvora Hanevia, Jerusalem 9100201

The Integration of Olim Students

For more information on the integration of olim students, visit the website of 
the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration, Division of Integration of Olim Students, 
at the following addresses:

https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/studies/newcomers-
rights

https://mosdot.education.gov.il/students/immigrants/absorption

Phone number: 073-3931543/2

Email: agafklitato@education.gov.il

https://edu.gov.il/
mailto:info@education.gov.il
mailto:tluna@education.gov.il
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/studies/newcomers-rights
https://parents.education.gov.il/prhnet/gov-education/studies/newcomers-rights
https://mosdot.education.gov.il/students/immigrants/absorption
mailto:agafklitato@education.gov.il
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Information on the Division (headquarters and districts) can be found on the 
educational institutions portal at the address:
https://mosdot.education.gov.il/students/immigrants/contact-list

Contact Details of the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration

Telephone Information Center: 03-9733333, *2994

Website of the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration: www.klita.gov.il

Email: info@moia.gov.il

Public Inquiries

Fax: 073-3972301

Email: pniotzibur@moia.gov.il

To submit an inquiry online:
https://www.gov.il/he/service/moia-public-inquiries

Public Complaints

Phone number: 073-3972047, 073-3974113

Fax: 073-3974111

To submit a complaint online: 
https://go.gov.il/moia-contact-he

https://mosdot.education.gov.il/students/immigrants/contact-list
http://www.klita.gov.il
mailto:info@moia.gov.il
mailto:pniotzibur@moia.gov.il
https://www.gov.il/he/service/moia-public-inquiries
https://go.gov.il/moia-contact-he
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List of Publications in English

The following booklets are available at the information stands at all the 
Ministry of Aliyah and Integration branches throughout the country. They are 
also available on the website of the ministry: www.klita.gov.il

For the publications, click on the tab Information for new olim

Information booklets and publications in several languages are available from 
the Publications Department of the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration. 

Please send your request by fax: 02-6241585 or to the address: Ministry of Aliyah 
and Integration, Publications Department, P.O.B 39080, Jerusalem 9139002

The list of publications below appears as an appendix in every publication of 
the Publications Department in different languages.

 F Guide for the New Immigrant
 F The Absorption Basket
 F First Steps
 F Employment
 F The Center for Integration in Science
 F Education
 F Health Services in Israel
 F Registration for a Kupat Cholim
 F A Guide to Ulpan Study
 F National Insurance
 F Pensioners
 F A Guide to Services for Persons with Disabilities
 F A Guide to Transportation in Israel
 F Regulated Professions
 F Information for Immigrant Students
 F SELA Job-Search Workshops
 F Smart Consumerism – Know Your Rights for Consumer Protection
 F Weekly Diary for New Immigrants 5783
 F A map of Israel 
 F Safety recommendations for Swimming in the Sea
 F Ministry of Aliyah and Integration Addresses and Telephone Numbers

Please fill in your details in order to receive the publications:

Name   Adress 

Postal Code   Phone  Number  

Email    Date 

http://www.klita.gov.il
https://www.gov.il/en/departments/topics/information-booklets-for-new-olim/govil-landing-page


18 Information for Immigrant Students

A Few Minutes of your Time 

In order to improve the level and usefulness of the material presented in this 
booklet, we would appreciate if you could answer the following questions:

Where did you get the booklet "Information for Immigrant Students?"

1. F  Airport   F Ministry of Aliyah and Integration 

 F  Other (specify) 

2. To what extent did this booklet provide you with the information that you 
needed? (1 – not at all satisfied, 5 – very satisfied)

  1    2    3    4    5  

 Remarks: 

3. Did this booklet assist you during your integration period in Israel?

 Yes/No (please explain) 

4. Was the information in this booklet presented in a clear way? 

 Yes/No (please explain) 

5. Please rate the following areas from 1 to 5 (1 – not at all satisfied, 5 – very 
satisfied)

• Clarity of the text

• Detailed explanations

• Design of the booklet

• Usefulness of the booklet

We would appreciate to get the following information for statistical purposes:

Profession :    Gender : M F F F   Age : 

Country of Origin   Year of Aliyah 

Place of Residence   Date 

Please return this form by fax: 02-6241585 or by email to:
sandya@moia.gov.il or rahelh@moia.gov.il 

Thank you for your cooperation.
Best wishes for an easy and successful integration in Israel!

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

1 2 3 4 5

mailto:sandya@moia.gov.il
mailto:rahelh@moia.gov.il
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Notes
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