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Dear Sir/Madam 

 

Re: Mr. Ahmad Manasra    

We received your enquiry regarding Mr. Ahmad Manasra, and we would like to address 

your concerns and convey to you the information provided to us by the relevant 

authorities. 

The State of Israel abides by the rule of Law, and therefore all penal procedures are 

conducted accordingly.  

Mr. Manasra was convicted of two offenses of attempted murder (an offense that carries 

a maximum sentence of 20 years of imprisonment) and the offense of illegally carrying 

a knife. At the time, Mr. Manasra was well within the minimum legal age of criminal 

responsibility, which in Israel is set on the age of twelve, in accordance with 

international norms. The Court of the first instance, while balancing all relevant 

considerations, sentenced him to 12 years of imprisonment, which did not exceed the 

excepted punishment for similar offenses. This sentence was reduced to 9.5 years by 

the instance of appeal, giving therefore greater weight to Mr. Manasra's age and to the 

rehabilitation process he had gone through by then.  

As mentioned in your inquiry, the matter of Mr. Manasra was brought before the 

Committee for Early Release. According to Article 40A of Counter-Terrorism Law 

5776-2016, the offense of attempted murder is classified as an act of terrorism that 

excludes the possibility of early release. Additionally, early release for medical reasons 

is restricted to the specific causes stated in the Release from Prison on Parole Law 

5761-2001, and mental health issues are not included in the relevant provision. Thus, 
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the Committee for Early Release determined that Mr. Manasra is not eligible for early 

release under the Release from Prison on Parole Law.  

No allegations of torture or ill-treatment were brought before the relevant authorities. 

Moreover, both judicial instances that presided over Mr. Manasra's case addressed 

claims regarding his interrogation, which were raised during summaries and in the 

context of an attempt to invalidate his then alleged criminal liability. However, the 

establishment of Mr. Manasra's criminal liability and therefor conviction was based on 

unequivocal and independent evidence. 

Finally, due to considerations of privacy and confidentiality of medical information, we 

are prevented from disclosing additional information, particularly as it pertains to the 

state of Mr. Manasra's mental health and the care he receives thereof. 

 

Respectfully, 

 

Hila Tene-Gilad, Adv. 

Senior Director 

Human Rights and Relations with 

International Organizations 
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