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Table 3. Duration of Labor in Hours in Nulliparous Women With Spontaneous Onset of Labor

Cervical Admitted at 2 or 2.5 cm  Admitted at 3 or 3.5 un Admitted at 4 or 4.5 cm Admitted at 5 or 5.5 cm
Dilation (¢cm) (n=4,247) (n=6,006) (n=5,550) n=2,764)
) 09(7 NA NA
o1 3.2(11.2 NA NA
Ardmited 10 5 501139 New5 NA
Atlnuted v & 6.0115.7 2.2 - b4
Addmined w 7 abi{lbh 5.003.0 32014 5.7
Adeaned 10 8 711723 5604, §.6 ( 24
Admited 10 9 THUBD 6.1 115, 4.5114) M n..'
Admitied 10 10 8.4 200 69 I 64 f
NA, not applicable
Data are median (95" percentile
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Protection of descent is defined as descent of the presenting part during the
second stage of labor, occurring at less than 1lcm/h (...). Arrest (failure) of
descent refers to no progress in descent. Both diagnoses require prompt
evaluation of uterine activity, maternal expulsive efforts, fetal heart rate status,
fetal position, clinical pelvimetry, and a reevaluation of estimated fetal weight.
Decisions then may be made regarding interventions such as increasing or
initiating oxytocin infusion to improve maternal expulsion efforts, or
proceeding with operative vaginal or cesarean delivery. Management of the
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