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REPUBLICA DL CIHHILE
MINISTERIO DE MELACIONEZS EXYFRIORES

MISION PERMANENTE ANTE LAS NACIONES UNIDAS \ %qq

No, 346/96

The Permanent Mjssion of Chile to the United Nations presents its
compliments to the Perm ission of Jsrael and has the honour to recall
that the Government of Chile has presented the candidature of Professor
Francisco Orrego-Vicuiia to the International Court of Justice at the elections
which will be held on 6 November 1996,

Professor Orrego-Vicuda possesses a solid juridical and academic
background in the field of international law, contributing in a substantive
manner 1o its development as demonstrated in his participation at various
conferences and forums under the auapices of the United Natlons and his
numerous publications, particularly ia the field of the Law of the Sea, Antarctic
Law and Environmental Law.

The Permanent Mission of Chile would greatly appreciate the
important support that the Government of Isracl would extend to the above-
mentioned candidate.

The Permaunent Mission of Chile to the United Nations avails itself of
this opportunity to reiterate to the Permanent Mission of Israci to the United
Nations, the assurances of iis most distinguished consideration.

é
';// New York, 16 October 1996
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Santiago, Mayo 26 de 1998

Excelentisimo Seiior

Dan Tickon

Presidente del Parlamento de Israel
Jerusalem

Excelentisimo Sefior Presidente:

Tengo el honor de dirigirme u Vuestra Excelencia con el
Ppropiisito de extenderle a nombre del Senado de Chile, que me digno en
presidir, una invitacidn para visitar Chile durante el presente aiio,

Para el suserito y para los Senadores de la Republica sers
un gran placer poder recibirlo, oportunidad que haremos propicia para
Jortalecer los cordiales relaciones que felizmente existen entre nuestros
dos paises y parlamentos.

Aprovecho la ocasidn para reiterar a Vuestra Excelencia
las seguridades de mi mgs alta y distinguida consideracién,

B
—T % i B

Andrés Zaldivar Larrain
Presidente def Senado
Repiiblica de Chile

TOTA. /.ot



Tel Aviv, ZZ de Abrll de 1996,

Sefor

Herzl Inbar

Dilrector General

AMLAT i1

Minlsterio de Relaclones Exteriores
Jerusalem

Estiwado Herzl,

Te envio articulo aparecido el dia
miércoles zl del predente en uiarioc La Hacion de
SanLiago de Chile. Parece curioso.

Cordiaimente,

Jose Rodriguez Elizondo

e, e
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“Any threat to Chile's stability and its future as a democracy, or Britain's own national
interest, ... does not outweigh Britain's obligation to extradite. [.. ] there are ... good

legal wrounds for him to be extradited to face charges ... of torture, hostage-taking and

conspiracy to murder.”
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“In the circumstances of this case ... [the] effect is a profound one. ... almost all the
offences of torture and murder. of which there are alleced to have been about four

thousand victims, were committed during the period of repression which was at_its
most intense in 1973 and 1974. The extradition request alleges that during the period
from 1977 to 1990 only about 130 such offences were committed. OF that number only
three have been identified in the extradition request as having taken place after 29
September 1988.”
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“... was a party to the use of torture as a systematic attack on all those who opposed or
who might oppose his government. ... the argument that Senator Pinochet has no
immunity for ... {the] reduced period is one which can properly be examined in the
light of developments in customary international law regarding the use of widespread
or_systematic torture as an instrument of state policy”
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“The Torture Convention was agreed not in order to create an international crime
which had not previously existed but to provide an international system under which

the international criminal — the torturer — could find no safe haven [by moving from
one state to another].”
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“ .. a public official or other person acting in an official capacity.”
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“... whether international law grants state immunity in relation to the international
crime of torture and, if so, whether the Republic of Chile is entitled to claim such
immunity even though Chile, Spain and the United Kingdom are all parties to the
Torture Convention and therefore “contractually” bound to give effect to its provisions
from 8 December 1988 at the latest.”
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“It is of considerable general importance internationally since, if Senator Pinochet is
not entitled to immunity in relation to the acts of torture alleged to have occurred .. | it
will be the first time so far .. when a local domestic court has refused to afford
immunity to a_head of state or former head of state on the grounds that there can be no

immunity azainst prosecution for certain international crimes ”
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“... by or with the acquiescence of a public official or other person acting in an oflicial
capacity.”
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“... once the machinery which it [i.e. the Convention Against Torture] provides was
put in place to enable jurisdiction over such crimes to be exercised in the courts of a
foreign slate, it was no longer open to any state which was a signatory to the
Convention to invoke the immunity .. in the event of allegations of systematic or
widespread torture committed after that date ... against its officials or any other person

acting in an official capacity. ... the obligations which were recognised by customary
international taw in the case of such serious international crimes by the date when Chile

ratified the Convention are so strong as to override any objection by it on the ground
of immunity.”
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