
 
The Minister of Aliyah and Integration has Ordered a Series of Restrictions on Housing 

Complexes for the Elderly Throughout the Country Under the Authority of the Ministry   

Minister Galant: "An Outbreak Within Housing Complexes for the Elderly-a Realistic and 

Dangerous Scenario." 

Minister Galant conducted an evaluation today of the situation together with the General 

Director of the Ministry of Aliyah and Integration and Ministry personnel, a representative of 

the National Security Council, and representatives from the Ministry of Health. 

Minister of Aliyah and Integration, Reserve Duty Major General Yoav Galant: "the population 

that resides in the housing complexes is in a heightened category of risk.  Contagion within 

one of the complexes is a realistic and very dangerous scenario for hundreds of residents. 

We must take drastic steps to prevent contagion, and to prepare for a situation of  

contagion. At this stage the Home Front Command is already preparing to take responsibility 

for managing the complexes and for control over whatever actions are taken. I call upon the 

residents of the housing complexes – act responsibly and listen to instructions." 

The Ministry of Aliyah and Integration is responsible for 74 housing complexes throughout 

the country, which house thousands of elderly residents, who are defined as the main 

category at risk from the Corona virus.  Against the assumption that the epidemic is liable to 

accelerate, the residents of the complexes are exposed to greater risk. 

The Ministry is preparing instructions for preventing infection, which will go into effect from 

tomorrow morning; the Ministry is also preparing for a situation of contagion and guidelines 

for the  response required if infection is detected, in relation to the patient and in relation to 

all others residing in the complex. 

The Ministry of Aliyah and Integration housing complexes are located throughout the 

country.  There are some 200 elderly persons residing in each complex, the majority of 

whom are solitary individuals.  The complexes are essentially apartment buildings, and with 

the exception of a management staff there is no care-giving body on site. 

At the conclusion of the deliberations, Minister Galant ordered preventative measures 

within the housing complexes, including the following instructions: 

-visits to the complexes will be prohibited and entrance permitted to essential personnel 

only  

-as great a reduction as possible in the use of public transportation by residents of the 

complexes 

-activities within the complexes will be conducted in accordance with instructions from the 

Ministry of Health—prohibition against gatherings of more than 10 people in one room, 

maintaining social distance, personal hygiene, etc. 



 
Essential personnel whose entrance is authorized will be required to fill out a declaration, 

maintain distance from the complex, and wear personal protective clothing. 

In order to implement these directives, Minister Galant will forward a request to the 

National Security Council for the Home Front Command to assist Ministry personnel in 

establishing an ongoing presence at the entrance to the complexes in order to ensure the 

application of instructions.  In addition, the necessary actions in the event that one or more 

residents is infected were discussed, as well as the need to supply food, medicine, and 

necessary supplies to residents who are in quarantine in their rooms. In such a situation the 

Minister has raised the need for advanced preparation by security forces through the Home 

Front Command in order to assist the elderly population in the event of contagion. 

The Ministry of Aliyah and Integration will set up a situation room that will operate 24/7 and 

will be in constant contact with the residential complexes. 

 


